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Project Location and History
Figure 1 shows the location of, from east to west, the proposed Crosstown Parkway Extension
Locally Preferred Alternative IC (located within the project study area), the existing Crosstown

Parkway (five-miles), and the future connection to Range Line Road within the City of Port St.
Lucie, Florida.

Figure 1 Location Map

Currently there are two crossings of the North Fork St Lucie River (NFSLR): one within the City
(Port St Lucie Boulevard) and one just north of the City (Prima Vista Boulevard). The two crossings
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serve as evacuation route for the eastern side of the City in the case of a hurricane, nuclear incident,
or other such emergency.

Due to the anticipated growth of the City, planning efforts in the 1980s identified the need for a third
east-west corridor to serve the City.

Between 2000 and 2010, the City population increased by 87 percent and the City’s boundary grew
from 78 to 114.5 square miles. The University of Florida Bureau of Economic Business Research
indicates that St Lucie County will have one of the seven highest growth rates in Florida thru 2035.
Continued growth is also shown in the City’s Comprehensive Plan population projections provided
in Table 1.

Table 1 City of Port St. Lucie Comprehensive Plan Population Projections

Year
Population 2010 2015 2020 2025 2030
Municipal Total 194,582 247,933 307,470 | 350,311 | 379,377
Municipal Peak Population (1) | 200,734 255,444 316,509 | 360,236 | 389,846
Increase in Population 35,589 54,710 61,065 43,727 29,610
Percent Change 22% 27% 24% 14% 8%

(1) Peak population includes permanent and seasonal residents

The City started efforts to create the
third east-west corridor that became
known as the Crosstown Parkway in
June 2005 with a voter referendum to
fund the project. An unprecedented 89%
of voters approved the $165M general
obligation bond for the construction of
the Crosstown Parkway Corridor
extending from Interstate 1-95 to US
Highway 1. The five-mile segment of
the corridor extending from the 1-95
interchange to Manth Lane was opened
in March 2009 (Figures 2 and 3)

This segment of the parkway has no
driveways for commercial or private use
and provides a wide road right-of-way
with six lanes for vehicular traffic; pull-
off areas for transit facilities and bicycle
lanes. The parkway’s identifying feature

. i X . i Figure 2 Crosstown Parkway at Airoso Blvd.
is a linear park with meandering multi-
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use paths on both sides of the roadway, landscaped berms, stormwater ponds, and hardscape such as
bus shelters, benches, and pergolas.

Figure 3 Crosstown Parkway Corridor - Looking West from Manth Lane to 1-95

Below is detailed history of the project from the adaption into the City’s Comprehensive Plan to
today.
e 1980

o Third East-West Corridor and river crossing was adopted into the City’s Comprehensive
Plan.

e 1989
o Study was conducted to determine the project need and alignment.
e 1993

o City sold land along the North Fork of the St. Lucie River (NFSLR) to State of Florida
Department of Natural Resources (DNR) with an understanding that a river crossing
would be pursued at a later date.

e 1998

0 Metropolitan Planning Organization (MPO) placed the corridor project on their priority
list.
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e 1999

o City adopted a resolution supporting the need for the corridor, and authorizing the City to
secure an easement over the NFSLR from the Trustees of the Internal Improvement Trust
Fund of Florida.

e 2001

o City meets with Representative Harrell, FDEP, SFWMD, and FDOT to discuss
permitting requirements for a River Crossing, and partnering with agencies.

0 2003 - 2004

o0 Numerous agency and stakeholder meetings were held and reports were developed
concerning the project alternatives and analyses.

e 2005

o Draft Notice of Intent submitted for review, leading to the questioning of the project’s
limits (Logical Termini).
e 2006
o Tentative Federal Highway Administration (FHWA) agreement that Logical Termini

should be extended westward to Manth Lane and that the alternatives analysis be revised
accordingly.

o Federal Highway Administration (FHWA) mandates that the project go through the
Efficient Transportation Decision Making (ETDM) process pursuant to federal legislation
(SAFETEA-LU - Safe, Accountable, Flexible, Efficient, Transportation Equity Act: A
Legacy for Users). The Act requires that Environmental Impact Statements where the
Notice of Intent was not published prior to October 2005 must go through the ETDM
process.

o FDOT initiates ETDM process (Programming Screen), resulting in agency red flags
(disputes) along multiple corridor alternatives.

e 2007

o Informal Dispute Resolution developed among FHWA, FDOT, the City, and State and
federal resource and regulatory agencies.

e 2008

o Formal agreement: that the project can move forward as an Environmental Impact
Statement (EIS); six corridor alternatives will be evaluated; the project limits will be
from Manth Lane at the Crosstown Parkway to U.S. 1; and that disputes can be addressed
during the EIS and conceptual permit process

0 Project schedule development and approval.
o City proceeds with EIS and begins conceptual permit initiative.
e 2009

o City begins coordination with the Florida Department of Environmental Protection
(DEP) regarding the easement to cross state lands.
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o City meets with DEP to discuss appropriate proprietary mitigation.

o City meets with Florida Fish and Wildlife Conservation Commission in (FWC)
Tallahassee to discuss project.

0 Presented project to Acquisition and Restoration Council (ARC); project unanimously
approved.

o City continues conceptual permit initiative.
e 2010

o City meets with United States Fish and Wildlife Service (USFWS), United States Coast
Guard (USCG), and United States Army Corps of Engineers (USACE) to discuss project
and proposed mitigation.

o0 Memorandum of Understanding (MOU) signed between City and DEP.

o0 Memorandum of Agreement (MOA) signed between City and St. Lucie County regarding
the use of Platt’s Creek as regulatory mitigation.

o City begins preliminary plans and coordination regarding Proprietary Mitigation Plan
projects.

o City begins design and permitting of Platt’s Creek Compensatory Area.

0 Mangrove mitigation approved by USFWS, South Florida Water Managemetn District
(SFWMD), and USACE.

o City submits all required information for Conceptual Environmental Resource Permit and
permit is put on hold until Record of Decision by FHWA.

e 2011

o City holds pre-application meeting with SFWMD and USACE regarding Proprietary
Mitigation Plan projects and Platt’s Creek regulatory mitigation project.

o City reserves credits at Bear Point Mitigation Bank for regulatory mitigation of mangrove
impacts.

o Draft EIS submitted and approved by FHWA.
o City holds public hearing.
e 2012
o City formally identifies 1C as locally preferred alternative.
0 Platt’s Creek permit approved by SFWMD.

Purpose and Need of Bridge to Cross the North Fork St Lucie River

Within the 115 square miles of the City, there is one east-west corridor that crosses the North Fork
St Lucie River (NFSLR). A second crossing is located just north of the City. As shown in Table 2,
the total capacity of these two bridges is exceeded and both bridges operate below acceptable levels
of service at critical times of the day.



City of Port St Lucie

Crosstown Parkway Extension

Table 2 Existing Bridge Volumes and Capacity

Existing Conditions 2025 Forecast
Maximum | (1) Average Average
Service Annual Annual Daily
Volume DailyTrips Over Trips Over
Bridge Lanes | (Vehicles) | (Vehicles) | Capacity | (Vehicles) | Capacity
Port St Lucie Boulevard 6 53,500 57,146 Yes 63,500 Yes
Prima Vista Boulevard 4 35,700 34,449 No 44,800 Yes
Total 10 87,400 91,645 Yes 108,300 Yes

(1) St Lucie Urban Area Transportation Planning Organization 2009 Traffic counts

The forecasts and level of service indicate that the overall demand is greater than the capacity of the
existing bridges. Significant traffic congestion at the existing bridges and nearby intersections
threatens the safety and long-term viability of these two vital corridors.

The purpose of the proposed project is to alleviate substantial traffic capacity deficiencies in the City
of Port St. Lucie. Specifically, the project would provide relief to the two existing crossings of the
NFSLR at Port St. Lucie Boulevard and Prima Vista Boulevard. These transportation deficiencies
and associated traffic congestion are primarily a result of the substantial population growth that has
occurred in the City since the early 1990s. It is projected that this growth will continue through the
year 2030 resulting in further capacity deficiencies.

The proposed project is needed because the existing NFSLR bridges are experiencing significant
delays today, and will not be able to meet the projected travel demand across the NFSLR in the
future

NEPA Permitting Status

The eastward extension of Crosstown Parkway includes about one mile of roadway and a mile
bridge to span the NFSLR. When completed, Crosstown Parkway will extend the existing corridor
from Manth Lane and provide a new connection between Interstate 1-95 and US Highway 1.

The City is working toward the finalization of the Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) as required
by the National Environmental Protection Act for the river crossing.  The following major
milestones were recently completed:

e The Draft EIS was approved for release to the public by the Federal Highway Administration
FHWA on July 1, 2011 (Attachment A).

e The Public Hearing on the Draft EIS was attended by about 400 citizens on September 22,
2011 (Attachment B).

e In early January a meeting was held with FDOT and FHWA personnel in attendance for the
purpose of ranking the alternatives presented in the Draft EIS. After detailed analysis by the
evaluation committee, and based on the input of the community and the City’s consultants,
alternative 1C was ranked number one.
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e OnJanuary 23, 2012, the City of Port St. Lucie City Council adopted a resolution in support
of Alternative 1C as the Locally Preferred Alternative (Figure 4)

The Final EIS is on schedule for submittal to FHWA in the summer of 2012 and a final Record of
Decision (ROD) from FHWA is anticipated by the end of 2012.

The City has been working closely with FHWA through FDOT on the permitting process. FHWA is
not able to provide a written opinion regarding the project until the FEIS has reached legal
sufficiency.  The contact information for the FDOT and FHWA representatives leading our
permitting efforts follow.

Beatriz Caicedo-Maddison, P.E, CPM Cathy Kendall, AICP
Consultant Management Environmental Specialist
FDOT District Four U. S. Department of Transportation
3400 West Commercial Blvd. Federal Highway Administration
Ft Lauderdale, FI 33309-3421 Florida Division Office
Telephone: 954-777-4336 545 John Knox Road, Suite 200
beatriz.caicedo@dot.myflorida.com Tallahassee, FL 32303

Telephone: 850-553-2200
Cathy.Kendall@fhwa.dot.gov

North Fork of #hy

Figure 4
Crosstown Parkway Extension Locally Prefered Alternative 1C
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Regulatory Process

The reason for applying for the easement at this time is that DEP has identified several red flags in
the form of a dispute resolution relating to the environmental impacts associated with crossing state
lands. By formally providing the City conditional approval of the easement, these red flags can be
lifted. Asa part of the approval of the Final EIS by FHWA, in the form of a Record of Decision, the
City needs to show that the State will lift these red flags and grant an easement for the preferred
alternative. Prior to construction, the City must submit an application for an Individual ERP and a
SSL easement application to construct the chosen alignment.

The second reason for applying for the easement at this time is that the City has entered into a
Memorandum of Understanding with the DEP regarding the easement. The MOU stipulates that the
State will issue an easement for the crossing provided that the City completes proprietary mitigation
projects for the use of the easement. The City understands that the easement cannot be granted until
the mitigation projects have been implemented. The implementation of these mitigation projects, per
the agreement, requires the City to fund approximately $5.5 million towards the projects, which does
not include any money associated with the property acquisition and conveyance of land. This will
require the City to expend millions of dollars on these efforts and the implementation will take up to
a year to complete. In order to expedite the overall project, the City is willing to proceed with the
mitigation projects as soon as the Board of Trustees conditionally approves the easement by the
terms of the MOU. By coming to the board at this time the City can reduce the overall project
schedule by a year or more.

Memorandum of Understanding (MOU)

On April 26, 2010, the City and FDEP entered into a memorandum of understanding that the City
would complete $5.5M in proprietary mitigation projects as well as provide 110 acres of
environmentally sensitive lands and exotic removal ($700,000) on these lands. Upon completion of
these projects and the conveyance of the property to the State, the State would grant an easement for
the bridge to cross the NFSLR. A copy of the MOU is provided in Attachment C.

Proposed Easement Requirements

The Locally Preferred Easement, Alternative 1C, would connect Crosstown Parkway along West
Virginia Drive west of the NFSLR to the existing intersection of U.S. 1 and Village Green Drive as
shown in Figure 5.

The proposed easement across state lands is approximately 160 feet wide for a distance of about
3,800 feet and 200 feet wide for about 465 feet. The total requested area of the easement is about
16.1 acres. The North Fork of the St. Lucie River will have a vertical clearance of 30-feet. The
vertical clearance for Evans Creek and Coral Reef Waterway is 25-feet.

We are continuing to work with DEP and the SFWMD regarding the placement of the piers to
minimize impacts to the environmentally sensitive lands.
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Figure 5
Crosstown Parkway Extension Locally Prefered Alternative 1C
Requested Easement Area

Proprietary Mitigation Projects

On April 26, 2010, the City of Port St. Lucie entered into a Memorandum of Understanding (MOU)
with the Florida Department of Environmental Protection (DEP). The MOU stated that if a build
alternative was selected during the EIS process, the City would:

Design, permit, and construct four water quality improvement projects,
Convey approximately 110 acres to the Board of Trustees,

Design, permit, and construct Recreational Opportunity - Trails

Design, permit and construct Recreational Opportunities — Other

The City has moved forward with the design/permitting as well as the acquisition of property for the
above mentioned projects. The funding to complete the proprietary mitigation efforts will be
provided though the remainder of the $93.8M bond issuance and the remaining $71.1M bond that is
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available. The total $165M of bond funding is earmarked for this project via a voter approved
referendum in June 2005. The status of the proprietary mitigation projects follows.

Water Quality Improvements

Conceptual designs have also been created in coordination with DEP on the water quality projects in
accordance with the MOU. The water quality improvements will be achieved by reconnecting
oxbows and isolated floodplains. Restoration efforts will include dredging shoals or berms,
widening or deepening portions of the waterway, and other work as identified by DEP. The projects
identified by DEP include Evans Creek, Site 5 West, River Place Upstream and Otter Trail.

As outlined in the MOU, the costs incurred by the City for the design, permitting, construction, and
inspection of the four restoration projects shall not exceed $2,000,000. If the cost is expected to
exceed that amount, the City will work with DEP to identify a replacement project that will allow the
total costs incurred to remain under $2,000,000. This was to include water quality monitoring,
biological monitoring, and vegetation sampling one year prior to construction and for years post
construction.

Based on the conceptual plans, the cost to design, permit and construct the four water quality
projects can be done for the allotted budget. Monitoring for five years after construction causes the
projects to exceed $2,000,000. The City has been working with DEP to reduce the monitoring to
three or four years to stay within budget and still be able to construct all four water quality projects
as described below.

Evans Creek: The Evans Creek project is largely a dredge project that will require deepening
the upstream and downstream ends of Evans Creek to improve flushing. The project site is
located on the east side of the NFSLR between Prima Vista Boulevard and Port St. Lucie
Boulevard. Four main areas were identified as requiring dredging referred to as Downstream,
Middle Downstream, Middle Upstream and Upstream. Based on survey data, the
downstream and middle downstream segments were combined into one segment which will
be dredged approximately 750-feet long. The Middle Upstream segment will be dredged
approximately 650- feet long. The width and depth of the proposed dredging varies. Based on
the survey data, it was determined that the Upstream segment does not require improvements
and has been removed from the project. Attachment D provides a copy of the conceptual
plans for this project.

Site 5 West: This project is hydrologic restoration project involving one berm breach and on
oxbow reconnection. The project is located north of Prima Vista Boulevard and north of
Channel Marker 32. The berm breach will be dredged approximately 75-feet long and 25-
feet wide. The oxbow (near Emerson Street) was not historically connected, but the water is
stagnant and connection is expected to benefit the NFSLR. The oxbow will be dredged
approximately 250-feet long and 50-feet wide. The depth of the proposed dredging varies.
Conceptual plans for this project are provided in Attachment D.

River Place Upstream: The River Place Upstream project also involves dredging the main
channel and a berm breach on a north branch of the channel to rehydrate wetlands. The
project is located upstream of Prima Vista Boulevard adjacent to the Rivers Edge
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neighborhood. The goal of the project is to provide a connection of the upstream end of the
River Place oxbow to the NFSLR. This segment has a main (historical) channel that is
weakly connected to the NFSLR. In addition, a berm will be removed along the north branch
to the upstream end that is cut off from the NFSLR by the berm. The main channel will be
widened and deepened and the berm on the north branch will be removed. The main channel
will be dredged approximately 725-feet long. The north branch will be dredged
approximately 75-feet long. The width and depth of the proposed dredging varies.
Attachment D provides a copy of the conceptual plans for the River Place Upstream Water
Quality Improvement project.

Otter Trail: This project is a berm breach to rehydrate wetlands. The project site is located
south of Midway Road within the St. Lucie County’s Oxbow Eco-Center preserve just north
of the Channel Marker 34. Otter Trail is an unimproved trail within the Oxbow Eco-Center
that runs along the NFSLR. Two cuts (one breach and one culvert site) are needed to
rehydrate the historical floodplain that runs along the west side of the otter trail at the Oxbow
Eco-Center. The southern downstream breach is just north of the upstream end of the Oxbow
Eco-center oxbow. The downstream segment will be dredged approximately 100-feet long,
40-feet wide and to a depth of 6 feet. The northern upstream culvert site is just south of the
upstream end of the Idabelle Island oxbow. The upstream segment will be dredged
approximately 60-feet long, 40-feet wide, and to a depth of 15 feet. The width of the
proposed dredging varies. Three 36-inch culverts will be utilized for the upstream segment.
In addition, a pedestrian boardwalk will be constructed to maintain the existing Oxbow Eco-
Center Otter Trail. Based on conversations with St. Lucie County, the existing boardwalks
within the Oxbow Eco-Center are either 4- or 6-feet wide. The conceptual drawings assumed
a 6-foot boardwalk. Conceptual plans for this project are provided in Attachment D.

Property Conveyance

The MOU states that City of Port St. Lucie will provide DEP with approximately 110 acres of
property adjacent to the state lands. The City was able to acquire the parcel known as the Evans
property for a total of 49.81 acres. In addition to the 49.81 acres, the City has identified 49.49 acres
of City-owned property that is immediately available for use as proprietary mitigation and has also
identified 8.85 acres of property that they can acquire immediately. This would provide a total of
108.15 acres of property located adjacent to the Savannas Preserve State Park that could be
conveyed to the Board of Trustees. Attachment E provides a copy of the transmittal submitted to
DEP outlining the properties and requesting concurrence on the properties as fulfillment of the MOU
condition.

Recreational Opportunity - Trail

The City agreed to permit, design and construct the Savannas Recreation Area Trail for a sum total
not to exceed $1,500,000. Per the MOU, the trail is to be located within the Savannas Recreation
Area between Savannah Road and Midway Road. The trail was to be a paved multi-use trail
approximately 2.5- miles long and a width of 8 -10 feet with five (5) boardwalk crossings over low,
wet areas and drainage ditches with no appreciable elevation above the trail surface. After working
with the St. Lucie County on the project the project has been slightly modified. In a meeting on
August 5, 2010 with St. Lucie County, the County requested a modification of the original scope of
the project. The proposed new limits of the trail are to begin at the end of the entrance road to the
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Savannas Recreation Area and end south of the F.E.C. Railroad tracks. The City has created
conceptual design plans (Attachment F) for the Savannas Area Recreation Trail. In order to keep the
cost within budget, the trail has been slightly shortened, the boardwalk and bridge widths have been
reduced to 8-feet wide, and one tower and vista are proposed.

Recreational Opportunity — Other

The other recreational opportunities to be constructed by the City in accordance with the MOU,
includes the Halpatiokee Canoe Access Replacement, improvements to the existing Savannas
Preserve State Park Canoe/Kayak Launch and Education Center.

Halpatiokeee Canoe Access Replacement: The improvements to the Halpatiokee Canoe
Launch project consists of the design and permitting of the canoe launch at a location south
of the existing location to the satisfaction of DEP. As stated in the MOU, the canoe launch
would include a 200-foot boardwalk, pavilion, restroom, interpretive kiosk, paved parking
for 20 vehicles, paved entrance road approximately 0.25 mile long, and road signage. The
boardwalk would be 10-feet wide. The restroom would either be a composting restroom or
would have access to a water and sewer utility line. The original location picked out by DEP
for the canoe launch would tie into Hog Pen Slough. However, after a field review it was
determined that Hog Pen Slough may not be deep enough year round and the long-term
maintenance requirements associated with Hog Pen Slough would be too costly and time
consuming. An alternative site adjacent to Evans Creek was chosen as the preferred location.
The conceptual design plans (Attachment G) include canoe/kayak launch dock and 30-foot
long boardwalk, entrance road, paved parking for 21 vehicles including trailer parking,
shared use path, kiosk, restroom, and a 12- by 24- foot pavilion with picnic tables.

Improvements to the Savannas Preserve State Park Canoe/Kayak Launch:  The
improvements to the Savannas Preserve State Park Canoe/Kayak Launch were proposed to
consist of an entrance road, parking area, composting restroom, roadside information, and
entrance signs. Based on a meeting dated August 17, 2010, the DEP staff preferred to give
priority to the Halpatiokee Canoe Launch and improvements to the Education Center over
this project. The DEP wanted additional improvements made to these facilities over any
improvements to the Savannas Preserve State Park Canoe/Kayak Launch. Therefore, this
project is no longer being considered as part of the proprietary mitigation package.

Improvements to the Savannas Preserve State Park Education Center: Per the MOU, the
improvements to the education center were to consist of a 3,000-square-foot addition to the
existing structure for classrooms and a laboratory, and a 200-foot boardwalk with
observation platform into the Savannas preserve to replace the existing path. Since the
Savannas Preserve State Park Canoe/Kayak Launch project was cancelled additional funds
were made available to this project. The addition to the education center will be attached to
the existing building on the west side. A second entrance to the building will be provided
(including ADA accessibility) on the addition near the proposed trail on the west side. The
conceptual plans include a concrete walkway on the west side of the building that connects
with the Gopher Tortoise Trail. The trail will be 6-feet wide and connect to the ramp attached
to the back of the education center and continue down the Glass Lizard Trail to the proposed
overlook in the marsh. The overlook to the marsh will be approximately 12-feet wide by 30-
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feet long and will contain some seating. A small boardwalk will be constructed over the
wetlands to connect the trail to the overlook and minimize impacts to the wetlands. The
improvements to the parking lot for the Preferred Alternative includes 6 additional
automobile parking spaces, 3 additional handicap parking spaces, 3 additional bus parking
spaces and a 5 foot sidewalk along the northern boundary. In addition, the existing
gravel/grassed area near the entrance to the education center will be used to provide overflow
parking. Attachment H provides the conceptual plans for the improvements to the education
center.

Job Creation

A tremendous long-term economic stimulus will be realized by this region when the two-mile
Crosstown Parkway Extension is completed. The creation of jobs and industry in an economically
distressed area with 11.8% unemployment is invaluable.

The construction of the proprietary mitigation projects, regulatory mitigation projects, and the
bridge/roadway will create a substantial number of jobs in the area. Using the USDOT TIGER 2012
Application Guidance Seminar (March 1, 2012) and the BCA Webinar (March 6, 2012) guidance
criteria for job creation, for each $1M of construction related expenditure, 13 total jobs (direct and
indirect) are generated. Based on the total construction cost of $194.4M, a total of approximately
2,527 jobs would be created by the project.

Public Outreach/Comments

A Public Hearing was held on Thursday, September 22, 2011 at the Port St. Lucie Civic Center,
9221 S.E. Civic Center Place, Port St. Lucie, FL 34952. The purpose of the Public Hearing was to
elicit public comment and opinion with regard to the Crosstown Parkway Extension PD&E
Study/EIS. The Public Hearing provided interested persons an opportunity to express their views
concerning the location, conceptual design, and social, economic, and environmental effects of the
proposed improvements. The Public Hearing also provided an opportunity for the public to review
information and ask questions of the project team. According to the attendance records,
approximately 400 people attended the Public Hearing.

A total of 134 comments were received that just expressed a preference for a specific alternative:

e 115-— Preferred Alternative 1C

e 9 —Preferred Alternative 2A

e 6 — Preferred the No Build Alternative
o 2 - Preferred Alternative 6B

o 2 — Preferred Alternative 6A

A total of 15 comments preferred more than one alternative:
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e Alternative 2A was mentioned in 10 comments as being the favored alternative
e Alternative 2D was mentioned in 9 comments as being the favored alternative
e Alternative 1C was mentioned in 12 comments as being the favored alternative
e Alternative 1F was mentioned in 9 comments as being the favored alternative
e Alternative 6B was mentioned in 10 comments as being the favored alternative
e Alternative 6A was mentioned in 10 comments as being the favored alternative

Of the remaining comments received, where a specific preference was not identified or a comment
was made “against” one or more alternative(s):

e Alternative 2A was mentioned in 5 comments that were against one or more alternative(s)
e Alternative 2D was mentioned in 4 comments that were against one or more alternative(s)
e Alternative 1C was mentioned in 6 comments that were against one or more alternative(s)
e Alternative 1F was mentioned in 9 comments that were against one or more alternative(s)
e Alternative 6B was mentioned in 8 comments that were against one or more alternative(s)
e Alternative 6A was mentioned in 8 comments that were against one or more alternative(s)

Before and after the Public Hearing PowerPoint presentation, oral comments were recorded by the
Court Reporter in attendance. A total of 32 comments were recorded. Of those 32 comments, 22 of
them were in favor of selecting Alternative 1C as the Preferred Alternative. In general, the reasons
stated for favoring Alternative 1C included: less residential impact; proximity to U.S. 1; better
hospital access; it was a more sensible alternative; it was a more practical alternative; and,
effectiveness and efficiency.

Environmental issues were noted in five of the comments. Concerns for the River’s water quality,
fishes, birds, pollution, and the pristine acres of land, were the core of the environmental comments.
Concerns for safety pertinent to Alternatives 2A and 2D were noted due to the number of students
that walk to Floresta Elementary School in the vicinity of those alternatives. One comment
supported Alternative 2A, stating that this alternative is more efficient in connecting to existing
roadways and Walton Road. One commenter noted the hardship it would cause him to move his
home-based business if his home were relocated. There were two comments complimenting the City
and the project team on all the work that had gone into the project and the Public Hearing
preparation.

In summary, based on the written comments received, the majority of the comments expressed a
preference for Alternative 1C. Fewer relocations and less neighborhood disruption were cited, in
large part, as the reasons for favoring Alternative 1C as compared to the other build alternatives.
Some of the comments stated that Alternatives 2A and 2D would present safety problems to children
since Floresta Elementary School is located in the vicinity of those alternatives. Comments pertinent
to the natural environment expressed concerns about impacts to natural resources, wetlands, river
otters, eagles, panthers, bobcats, and owls. One comment noted that the trade-off between the
environmental issues that may arise would be small when compared to the impacts of displacing
residents. One comment stated that the damage done to the River would be, “irreversible.” Other
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comments expressed concern about increased traffic and increased noise levels. The importance of
maintaining mobility for disabled residents and the importance of having an additional evacuation
route was also noted in the comments. The desire for the project to move along more quickly was
expressed in various comments.

Attachment | provides the Transcripts of the verbal comments received at the Public Hearing, a
letter received by the SFWMD in opposition to the project is provided in Attachment J and minutes
of the January 23" City Council Meeting with the remarks of the Indian Riverkeeper and St Lucie
County Conservation Alliance.
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ATTACHMENT A

FHWA Signature on
Draft Environmental Impact Statement,
July 1, 2011
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ATTACHMENT B

Treasure Coast Palm News, September 22, 2011 -
Port St Lucie Residents Show Support at Hearing for Crosstown Parkway
Extension along West Virginia Drive
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Port St. Lucie residents show support at
hearing for Crosstown Parkway extension
along West Virginia Drive | Video

By Christin Erazo

Thursday, September 22, 2011

PORT ST. LUCIE — It was clear at a public hearing Thursday night that most residents
preferred a Crosstown Parkway extension along West Virginia Drive connecting to the
existing intersection of U.S. 1 and Village Green Drive.

The route, which would require building a bridge west of the North Fork of the St. Lucie
River, was among six alternatives presented at a public hearing hosted by the Florida
Department of Transportation and the city of Port St. Lucie to discuss the proposed
extension of the six-lane Crosstown Parkway.

More than 400 residents packed the Civic Center to share their thoughts on how
certain routes could affect their communities' quality of life, as well as surrounding
nature habitats. Residents also commented on potential design improvements for
existing roadways near Floresta and West Virginia drives, which have been affected
because of the absence of an extension.

The 6-mile section of the Crosstown Parkway extends from Interstate 95 to the west
through Manth Lane to the east, before narrowing into West Virginia Drive. The
proposed extension will cover 2 miles and will be the city's third east-west corridor to
U.S. 1 after Port St. Lucie Boulevard and Prima Vista Boulevard.

The favored route, which is identified as "1C", would have a projected cost of $161.5
million, the fourth most expensive alternative. But it would cause the fewest residential
relocations, 65, with only 140 residential impacts. One alternative would affect 231
residents.

The preferred alternative would also have zero commercial relocations, while some
alternatives have as many as 12.

"1C is the right option, it's the only option," said Ben Lombardi, a resident of the Villas
of the Village Green. "Less people get hurt and it's already paid for."

According to Ed Cunningham, public information officer for Port St. Lucie, the city
acquired between 400 and 450 properties along the "1C" route between 2003 and
2006 because it anticipated the extension would occur down that stretch.



Before the public hearing, residents were able to review all six route alternatives, which
extended as far north as Fallon Drive, as south as Thornhill Drive, and to the west by
Manth Lane and to the east by U.S. 1.

Residents also viewed a presentation that discussed the advantages and
disadvantages of each alternative, as well an option not to build an extension, as
studied by the FDOT and the city's engineering department.

A transportation study showed traffic volume crossing the North Fork of the St. Lucie
River would reach 156,000 by 2037, an increase of 48 percent since 2008. The Port
St. Lucie Boulevard and Prima Vista Boulevard bridges each saw a traffic volume of
66,330 and 38,350, respectively, in 2008. Those volumes exceeded their capacities.

The presentation showed residents that as population growth continues in the city, the
option of another bridge crossing the river had to be addressed because doing nothing
would cause continuous traffic backups. No extension could also hinder medical and
emergency response teams from traveling east and west between St. Lucie Medical
Center and residential communities.

According to findings from the FDOT, route "1C" would provide the best overall
congestion relief to Port St. Lucie and Prima Vista boulevards, and to the area.

But, "1C" would also have the greatest effect on wetlands near the North Fork of the
St. Lucie River, directly affecting 10.19 acres. It is also the only route affecting
Halpatiokee Canoe and Nature Trails. All build alternatives would still have an
environmental impact, but none as great.

As part of the presentation, FDOT and city engineering officials said a mitigation plan
to improve the affected area's water quality and improve existing recreational areas
would be implemented to help offset the negative impact of the extension.

Resident Suzanne Eovaldi argued the bridge and route "1C" would cause irrevocable
damage to the area's ecosystem, trees and wildlife habitats.

"They are not yours to destroy," she said.

Pat Simmons, a Port St. Lucie resident since 1993, argued the “2A” and “2D”
alternatives would affect exit and entrance routes for schools and residents in the area.
Both routes go down Southeast Walters Terrace and would be very close to Floresta
Elementary School.

"How are kids supposed to get past a six-lane highway?" Simmons said. "One way in
or out is not safe for us or safe for the kids."

Simmons added if the city had a mass transit system it would reduce traffic volume on
the existing east-west corridors, and then there would be no need for a third bridge.

The ultimate route for the Crosstown Parkway extension will be selected after all public
comments have been reviewed, with a decision in early 2012.



The first section of the Crosstown Parkway was paid for by a $165 million bond
referendum approved by voters in 2005. The city has spent about $95 million of the
bond money with $71 million remaining.

City Engineer Patricia Roebling said $121 million in state and federal dollars have been
allocated to pay for the bridge and the roadway extension. This portion of the project is
paid with federal dollars since federal permits were needed to cross the North Fork of
the St. Lucie River.Bentrott said the total cost of the extension project has yet to be
determined. Cost depends on which location is chosen and how much it will cost the
city to acquire surrounding properties.

© 2011 Scripps Newspaper Group — Online
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ATTACHMENT C

Memorandum of Understanding
DEP and City of Port St Lucie
April 26, 2010
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City of Port St Lucie Crosstown Parkway Extension

ATTACHMENT D

Proprietary Mitigation
Concept Plan
Water Quality Projects

Evans Creek, Site 5 West, River Place Upstream, and Otter Trail
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Water Quality Improvements

Evans Creek Site 5 West

River Place Upstream Otter Trail
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ATTACHMENT E
Proprietary Mitigation

Conceptual Plan
Property Conveyance
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. Rick Scott
Florida Department of Governor
Environmental Protection Tennifer Carrol]
Marjory Stoneman Douglas Building 1.t. Governor

3900 Commonwealth Boulevard
Tallghassee, Florida 32399-3000 Herschel T. Vinyard Jr.
Secretary

May 25, 2012

Mr. Gregory J. Oravec

City Manager

City of Port St. Lucie

121 S.W. Port St. Lucie Boulevard
Port St. Lucie, FL. 34984-5099

Re: Crosstown Parkway Extension\North Fork of the St. Lucie River\Memorandum of
Understanding\Acquisition Mitigation

Dear Mr. Oravec:

Thank you for your letter dated April 16, 2012, proposing additional lands for the land acquisition
requirements of the Memorandum of Understanding (MOU), between the City and the Department of
Environmental Protection (DEP) on the referenced project. We understand the need for the acquisition
list to be expanded in order to meet all of the mitigation requirements and would like to congratulate the
City on its success to date on this project.

DEP’s Division of Recreation and Parks (DRP) and the Office of Coastal and Aquatic Managed Areas
{(CAMA) have completed their review of the City’s amended list of parcels proposed for title conveyance
to the Board of Trustees of the Internal Improvement Fund of the State of Florida (Board of Trustees) as
part of the City’s mitigation requirements and have no objections. The parcels, consisting of
approximately 108.15 acres slated for transfer to Board of Trustees, will satisfy the land acquisition part
of the mitigation requirement under the MOU.

Thank you for the City’s continued effort in seeing this project to a successful end. Should you have any
questions, please feel free to contact Delbert Harvey by telephone at (850)245-2796 or email at
Delbert. Harvey@dep.state.fl.us

Sincerely,

-

Scott E. Woolam
Bureau Chief

Division of State Lands E @ E ﬂ V E

Bureau of Public Land Administration D

DH\dh MAY 3 1201

e Al Gregory, Bureau Chicf, DRP CiTy ATTORNEY'S »H,&
Lauren Milligan, Environmental Manager, Florida State Clearinghouse

Lynda Godfrey, Bureau Chief, Bureau of Land Acquisition
Larry Nall, Environmental Administrator, Office of Coastal and Aquatic Managed Areas
Patricia Roebling, P.E., City Engincer

\'Azlina Goldstein Siegel, Assistant City Attorney

www.dep. state.fl.us









































































































































































































City of Port St Lucie Crosstown Parkway Extension

ATTACHMENT F

Proprietary Mitigation
Conceptual Plan
Recreational Opportunity - Trail

Savannas Recreation Area Trail
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City of Port St Lucie Crosstown Parkway Extension

ATTACHMENT G
Proprietary Mitigation
Conceptual Plan
Recreational Opportunity — Other

Halpatiokeee Canoe Access Replacement
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ATTACHMENT H

Proprietary Mitigation
Conceptual Plan
Recreational Opportunity - Other

Improvements to the Savannas Preserve State Park Education Center
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ATTACHMENT I

Public Hearing - September 22, 2011
Transcripts of the Verbal Comments

-26 -



PUBLIC HEARING
- EIS

RE: CROSSTOWN PARKWAY EXTENSION PD&E

Civic Center Place
Lucie, Florida 34952

9221 S.E.
Port St.

September 22, 2011

6:00 p.m. - 8:40 p.m.

IN ATTENDANCE:

John Krane, Keith and Schnars

Michael L. Davis, Keith and Schnars

Jerry Bentrott, PSL City Manager
Patricia Roebling, PSL City Engineer

Beatriz Caicedo—-Maddison, FDOT District 4

WWW.ATLANTICREPORTING.COM
(800) 336-0050

Electronically signed by Marcella R. Samson (601-223-525-4810)

687d181c-4a5c-4f29-afca-7593a5248894



1 PROCEEDTINGS

2 MR. PERRY: Craig Perry and my address is

3 2150 Southwest Venus Street. I just wanted to

4 say that I had great support for 2A or 1C and

5 really, as a business owner in the town, 1t would
6 be really, really helpful to have better

7 transportation routes. So the faster the better,
8 please.

9 MS. MILLER: Michele Miller and it's 8505
10 South Federal Highway in Port St. Lucie 34952.
11 Gary Moore, same address.
12 MR. MOORE: 1C for me.
13 MS. MILLER: I think 1C is the only option
14 that makes the most business sense to connect

15 both sides of the City. Thank you.

16 MR. FORMAN: William L. Forman, 2091

17 Southeast Giffen Avenue, Port St. Lucie. I would
18 recommend option 1C, because there would be less
19 residential impact, close to Route 1; Crosstown
20 would intersect at Route 1 at an industrial area,
21 as opposed to a residential area. There would be
22 direct access to the hospital from out west.
23 Village Green is already dual lane and the
24 Crosstown would not be constructed next to any
25 residential areas. That's about it.

WWW.ATLANTICREPORTING.COM
(800) 336-0050

Electronically signed by Marcella R. Samson (601-223-525-4810) 687d181c-4a5c-4f29-afca-7593a5248894



1 MR. BATISTA: My name 1is Abraham Batista and
2 my address is 1313 Proctor Lane, Port St. Lucie,
3 West Virginia, right in the corner of what's
4 going on. What I want to know is are they going
5 to continue through West Virginia or are they
6 going to go through different routes? Because
7 they bought everybody —-- practically everybody on
8 West Virginia, including my brother that was
9 right next to me. There's nine houses left right
10 on West Virginia and, you know, they bought a lot
11 of people out and these people didn't want to
12 move, but they bought them out. So I would like
13 to know why would they go any other way when they
14 already spend so much money buying all these
15 people's houses and there's only nine houses
16 left.
17 I don't think it makes any sense going any
18 other way, because now they're going to spend
19 more money buying other people's houses; and now
20 you're going to have a whole bunch of empty lots.
21 I would like to know what is it that they're
22 really going to do, are we going to continue
23 through West Virginia or are we going to go
24 through another direction, because I want them to
25 continue through West Virginia.

WWW.ATLANTICREPORTING.COM
(800) 336-0050
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1 MR. LOMBARDI: Everybody wants that. The

2 City wanted that. The State insists —-- They took
3 2A off, the City did. I have the documentation.
4 I was on the Mayor's committee four years ago.

5 I've been in the middle of this thing here. I

6 live across the street from here. They want to

7 bring that 2A right in front of my house.

8 There's no logic to it. You got to take 67

9 additional houses —-

10 MR. BATISTA: Exactly.

11 MR. LOMBARDI: —- when you already condemned
12 the houses on West Virginia.

13 MR. BATISTA: There's nine houses left on
14 West Virginia.

15 MR. LOMBARDI: That's correct. There's no
16 logic to it at all, none. The logic is for some
17 reason the State insisted that 2A be put back on,
18 the Walters Terrace thing be put back on. Now,
19 there are people there who never expected to be
20 moved and now they're all getting wrecked. Now,
21 what happened to the guy who gave up his house
22 and now what happens to him?
23 MR. BATISTA: Like my brother next to me.
24 MR. LOMBARDI: ©Now he's gone, the house is
25 gone. Now what?

WWW.ATLANTICREPORTING.COM
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1 MR. BATISTA: Now he went and bought a
2 house —-- he went and built a house in Savona and
3 it happens to be a Chinese drywall house. Now,
4 he's suffering because —-- He was there for 17
5 years. The City bought him out and now he's
6 stuck with a house.
7 MR. LOMBARDI: In a nutshell, a lot of
8 hardship and turmoil and it really never had to
9 happen. A little better planning should have
10 occurred. There's no question about that. There
11 should have been permits that were secured long
12 ago, not now.
13 MR. BATISTA: That's right.
14 MR. LOMBARDI: Once you get into the grip of
15 the Environmental Protection anywhere in this
16 country, you've got large problems. They want to
17 count every bug, every squirrel, and to hell with
18 people. That's what it's all about.
19 MR. BATISTA: And that's wrong because
20 animals will find their ways right back.
21 MR. LOMBARDI: As far as this issue 1is
22 concerned, the original route, West Virginia
23 across to Village Green, was then and is now the
24 best and only way they should go.
25 MR. BATISTA: That's right. I agree with

WWW.ATLANTICREPORTING.COM
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1 you.

2 MR. LOMBARDI: Period. That's what it

3 should say. If you want to hear more politics, I

4 can give you more politics as to why they're not

5 going north. There are all kinds of reasons why,

6 but they're not really germane to the argument.

7 The simple fact, this gentleman has it

8 right, West Virginia, which is 1C.

9 My name is Ben Lombardi. I'm a board member
10 of the Villas of the Village Green and currently
11 I'm the vice president and hope to speak tonight.
12 There, I think I said enough.

13 MS. SIMMONS: Pat Simmons, 968 Southeast

14 Browning Avenue, Port St. Lucie. I have several
15 concerns. I live —— I just found out I live in
16 the zone that I will lose my house, if Walters

17 Terrace is chosen. My concern about that

18 farthest southern route, 2C and D I think it 1is,
19 there's a grade school right there and a daycare;
20 and the traffic i1s horrendous as 1t is. I have a
21 concern for the kids with that kind of a major

22 highway right next to a school. And also with

23 the daycare, 1t just doesn't seem like they're

24 taking that into effect. It's a family community
25 neighborhood, a lot of kids. A lot of us, most

WWW.ATLANTICREPORTING.COM
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1 of us have been there for over twenty years.

2 Also, it doesn't make any sense to me if they're
3 going West Virginia, why they would come six

4 blocks south and then have to turn to go across.
5 Why don't they just carry it across.

6 I understand there's —-- it's the environment
7 versus people at this point and I get that.

8 That's why I'm here, I want to know more about

9 that. But I'm hoping that with having all that
10 said, they will take into account the schools and
11 the children and the traffic. That's 1it.

12 MS. CHRISTENSEN: Pat Christensen. 1I've

13 been a resident of the City for the last 27 years
14 and I feel very adamant that the 1C route would
15 be the best route for the west -- the Crosstown
16 Parkway bridge. It would be beneficial both for
17 economic purposes, as well as emergency access

18 route for when we have disasters, such as

19 hurricanes, and we have to do evacuations and so
20 on, in addition to the fact that as an economic
21 catalyst to spur more economic development along
22 the U.S.1 corridor.
23 MR. CHRISTENSEN: The same thing.
24 MS. CHRISTENSEN: He's with me.
25 MR. CHRISTENSEN: Frans, F-R-A-N-S,
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1 Christensen.

2 MR. FERRARA: Mike Ferrara. My address 1is

3 1491 Southeast Asheville Court. That's Port

4 St. Lucie. 1I'd like to talk about the different
5 routes that they want to take. I'm proposing the
6 1C route and my reason for that is that it's

7 practically in the middle between Prima Vista and
8 Port St. Lucie Boulevard, so that you won't have
9 heavy congestion in one area.

10 If it goes with 6A, it'll be very close to
11 Prima Vista; and if you go to 2A, you'll be right
12 by Veterans Memorial Parkway, which will affect
13 me personally, because I happen to live right

14 there. But aside from that, it's just a question
15 of if you put it there, you're closer to Port

16 St. Lucie Boulevard and the traffic congestion

17 will be greater because people, instead of taking
18 Port St. Lucie Boulevard, that are in a hurry to
19 get to the west side will come to 2A. Same thing
20 with Prima Vista, they'll come to 2A rather than
21 go through all the lights getting up to the west
22 side. So I feel that —-- that's why I feel that
23 the 1C route is the better route to take. It
24 brings you into Village Green Drive. It's all
25 commercial, there's no residential in that area.

WWW.ATLANTICREPORTING.COM
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1 And it also a quicker route to the hospital,
2 because there's no lights between U.S.1 and
3 Walton Road. There's only one light. After
4 that, you're right at the hospital. If you go
5 the other way, you've got the light at Walton
6 Road, you've got the light at Lyngate, and to get
7 the hospital another light almost by the
8 hospital. So it'd take much longer to get to the
9 hospital in an emergency than going through
10 Village Green Drive. That's what I feel.
11 Like I said, the State, the City and —-- As
12 far as I know, the City is for the 1C route. I
13 was with the task force with the mayor that was
14 just here. She was the former mayor. And I
15 tried -— I went out and got petitions signed for
16 the 1C route so that we would let Tallahassee
17 know that this is the route that we prefer.
18 So far as I'm concerned, they're dragging
19 their feet because they're waiting for the
20 federal government to give the okay. From what I
21 understand, it's going to take, the completion,
22 till 2017, which is quite awhile.
23 Let me say the other reason for it is the
24 fact that once the downtown area gets built, say
25 within the next five to ten years, that's going

WWW.ATLANTICREPORTING.COM
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1 to be more traffic there. So 2A will be very,
2 very congested 1f that's the route that they
3 choose, because it's right where the downtown
4 area 1s going to start. So there'd be a lot of
5 traffic. This downtown area 1is supposed to have
6 a couple of office buildings, supposed to have a
7 lot of stores, restaurants. It's going to have
8 some homes being built here, as well as a hotel.
9 So there's a lot going on right here at this
10 particular area. We're going to normally have a
11 lot of traffic here once that is built. So
12 that's what they've got to consider when they
13 pick the route, as to which would be the least to
14 alleviate traffic and my suggestion is 1C.
15 MR. NILSSON: Don Nilsson, N-I-L-S-S-0-N,
16 1498 Southeast Ashford Place, Port St. Lucie.
17 Florida 34952, Villas of the Village Green
18 Property Owners Association and I'm the
19 President. We're very concerned about what route
20 they're going to take. As far as we're
21 concerned, we think the best route would be 1C
22 connecting it up with Village Green. That's what
23 I've got to say. As far as we're concerned,
24 that's the best way to go.
25 MR. McAFOOS: Richard McAfoos,
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1 M-C-A-F-0-0-S, 1556 Southeast Westmoreland

2 Boulevard, Port St. Lucie 34952. 1C for me 1is

3 the only sensible, practical, effective and

4 efficient crossing to be selected, period. It's

5 the 1C.

6 MR. BENTROTT: It's seven o'clock and the

7 public hearing portion is ready to begin. My

8 name 1is Jerry Bentrott. I'm the City Manager for

9 the City of Port St. Lucie. This is the hearing
10 relative to the Crosstown Parkway Extension PD&E
11 Study and Environmental Impact Statement. The
12 proposed project is to extend Crosstown Parkway
13 over the North Fork of the St. Lucie River
14 starting from Manth Lane over to U.S.1.
15 With me tonight here on the front table is:
16 Miss Beatriz Caicedo-Maddison. She's the project
17 manager for Florida Department of Transportation
18 District 4. Patricia Roebling, City Engineer,
19 for the City of Port St. Lucie. Michael Davis,
20 Vice President of Keith and Schnars, the
21 consultant for this project. And we have
22 Mr. John Krane, Director of Transportation
23 Planning for Keith and Schnars.
24 At this time, I would like to ask all the
25 other members of the project team from all the
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1 consulting groups and the City staff who have

2 been working on this project for a very long

3 time, would you please stand.

4 Rather than try to name all the officials

5 that are here, and I know I would miss some, I

6 would please ask that all officials from the

7 City, County, State, federal agencies, South

8 Florida Water District, FDOT, would you all

9 please stand.

10 I'd also like to just convey my appreciation
11 to City staff and staff of Keith and Schnars for
12 setting up the room tonight. I think it's been
13 working out very well for people to observe the
14 various components and to get their comments inj;
15 and I just want to thank all the staff and people
16 who have been working to get the room set up.

17 At this point, I'd like to get the lights
18 turned down. We're going to have a Power Point
19 presentation and then after that we will go into
20 the public hearing portion of the evening.
21 (Thereupon, the following Power Point
22 presentation was shown.)
23 The City of Port St. Lucie, 1in cooperation
24 with the Florida Department of Transportation,
25 welcomes you to this Public Hearing for the

WWW.ATLANTICREPORTING.COM
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1 Crosstown Parkway Extension Project Development
2 and Environment or PD&E study.

3 This project has been designated as an

4 Environmental Impact Statement which requires the
5 highest level of analysis, documentation and

6 review under the National Environmental Policy
i Act or NEPA.

8 This public hearing is being held relative
9 to State Project Number 410844-1-A8-01,
10 Federal—-aid Project Number 7777-087-A and
11 Efficient Transportation Decision Making Number
12 8247. The proposed project involves extending
13 Crosstown Parkway from Manth Lane across the

14 North Fork St. Lucie River to U.S.1, a distance
15 of approximately two miles in St. Lucie County,
16 Florida. The project study area shown here is
17 bordered on the north by Fallon Drive, on the
18 south by Thornhill Drive, on the west by Manth
19 Lane and on the east by U.S.1.
20 The purpose of this public hearing is to
21 share information with you, the public, about the
22 proposed project, the conceptual design, the
23 alternatives under study, and potential
24 beneficial and adverse, social, economic and
25 environmental impacts upon the community. This
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1 public hearing also provides you an opportunity
2 to express your comments, views and concerns
3 regarding the project and its impacts upon the
4 community.
5 This public hearing is being held in
6 accordance with the Federal-aid Highway Act of
7 1968, as amended; 23 United States Code 128; 40
8 Code of Federal Regulations 1500 through 1508; 23
9 Code of Federal Regulations 771; Section 339.155,
10 Florida Statutes; Executive Order 11988,
11 Floodplain Management; and Executive Order 11990,
12 Protection of Wetlands.
13 This study is being conducted by the City of
14 Port St. Lucie through a Local Agency Program
15 Agreement with the Florida Department of
16 Transportation District 4, or FDOT. The Federal
17 Highway Administration, or FHWA, serves as the
18 lead agency. In addition, five cooperating
19 agencies provide input and guidance in their
20 areas of regulatory expertise.
21 Because this project involves a federal
22 action, approvals will be acquired from both the
23 FDOT and FHWA. Therefore, the project is being
24 undertaken in accordance with State and federal
25 regulations and guidelines.
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1 This public hearing was advertised

2 consistent with the federal and State requirement
3 and is being conducted consistent with the

4 Americans with Disabilities Act of 1990. The

5 hearing was advertised in local newspapers, 1in

6 the Florida Administrative Weekly, through direct
7 mail-outs, in press releases, and on the project
8 website.

9 The FDOT is required to comply with wvarious
10 non-discrimination laws and regulations,
11 including Title 6 of the Civil Rights Act of
12 1964. Public participation is solicited without
13 regard to race, color, national origin, age, sex,
14 religion, disability or family status. Persons
15 wishing to express their concerns about Title 6
16 may do so by contacting the offices shown here.
17 These offices are also identified in your handout
18 and on the display boards here tonight.

19 There are three primary components to
20 tonight's hearing. First, the open house, which
21 occurred prior to this presentation where you
22 were invited to view the project displays and to
23 speak directly with the project team. Second,
24 this presentation, which will explain the project
25 purpose and need, study alternatives, potential
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1 impacts, both official and adverse, and proposed
2 methods to mitigate adverse project impacts; and
3 third, a formal comment period following this

4 presentation where you may provide oral

5 statements at the microphone.

6 This graphic illustrates the steps we are

7 following to comply with the PD&E and NEPA

8 regulations for this project. The steps are:

9 Defining the purpose and need for the project;
10 conducting the Efficient Transportation Decision
11 Making, or ETDM, programming screen and agency
12 coordination; development and evaluation of
13 alternatives to meet the purpose and need;

14 preparation of the Draft Environmental Impact

15 Statement which documents evaluation of

16 alternatives; continuous public involvement and
17 outreach, culminating in this public hearing;

18 selection of a preferred alternative; preparation
19 of the Final Environmental Impact Statement; and
20 approval of the project by FHWA through a Record
21 of Decision.

22 Many key milestones have been accomplished
23 on this project. The Project Kick-Off meetings
24 were held on July 10, 2008. Engineering and

25 environmental analyses were conducted and
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1 accompanying Technical Reports were developed.

2 The Alternatives Public Workshop was held on June
3 4, 2009. The Draft Environmental Impact

4 Statement has been completed and was approved for
5 public availability by the FHWA on July 1, 2011.
6 And today we are at the project Public Hearing.

7 The Final Environmental Impact Statement is
8 scheduled to be completed by September of 2012

9 and FHWA's Record of Decision for this project is
10 anticipated for December of 2012. Public
11 involvement and outreach occurs throughout the
12 project.
13 Based on FHWA signing the Record of Decision
14 in December 2012, design is anticipated to be

15 completed in 2013. Right-of-way acquisition is
16 anticipated to be completed in 2014 and

17 construction is anticipated to be completed in

18 2017.

19 The purpose of this project is to provide
20 additional bridge capacity to accommodate the
21 existing and projected travel demand, and to
22 relieve the existing river crossings of their
23 highly congestive conditions.
24 The City of Port St. Lucie has experienced
25 substantial growth in the last two decades. As a
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1 result of this growth, the Port St. Lucie

2 Boulevard and Prima Vista bridges both exceed

3 their daily capacity. In fact, the traffic

4 volume crossing the river is projected to

5 increase by over 48 percent by the year 2037.

6 This congestion will only get worse with

7 continued growth, resulting in delays to

8 motorists and negative impacts to emergency

9 response and safety.

10 While growth has slowed because of the

11 economic recession, the 2010 population

12 projections by the Bureau of Economic and

13 Business Research predicts that St. Lucie County
14 will have the fifth largest percentage increase
15 in population, 71 percent, out of all Florida
16 counties through 2035.

17 The need for a third river crossing 1is

18 identified in, and is consistent with, the City
19 of Port St. Lucie Comprehensive Plan, and the
20 St. Lucie County Transportation Planning
21 Organization's Regional Long-Range Transportation
22 Plan.
23 This project was screened through the FDOT
24 ETDM process, which is a desktop review by the
25 review and regulatory agencies. Their review
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1 identified the issues and focus areas for the

2 project. FHWA subsequently determined that an

3 EIS should be prepared, and that this and further
4 coordination with the review by regulatory

5 agencies would be the best way to address their

6 issues.

7 Five corridors were evaluated in the initial
8 screening process to address the need for the

9 projected six-lane crossing. Based on the
10 analysis conducted, Corridor 5, the Crosstown
11 Parkway Corridor, was identified as the best
12 corridor to meet the needs of this project. The
13 result of the corridor selection process was

14 documented in the report titled: Analysis of

15 Potential River Crossing Corridors (To Reduce

16 River Congestion) June 2008.

17 The project typical section was also

18 established as part of the Corridor evaluation.
19 Two roadway typical sections were developed for
20 the project. West of the river, the proposed
21 typical section would be a suburban cross section
22 consisting of three 12-foot travel lanes and a
23 l4-foot outside shoulder, including a 5-foot
24 paved designated bicycle lane, in each direction.
25 Travel lanes would be separated by a 32-foot
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1 raised landscaped median with curb and gutter.

2 The proposed right-of-way width for the typical
3 section would be 330 feet.

4 East of the river, the proposed typical

5 section is a 6-lane divided urban section with

6 three 12-foot travel lanes, a 5-foot designated
7 bicycle lane and 8-foot sidewalks in each

8 direction, separated by a 30-foot raised grassed
9 median with curb and gutter. The proposed

10 right-of-way width for the typical section would
11 be 144 feet.

12 The proposed bridge typical section would
13 consist of two parallel twin structures, each

14 consisting of three 12-foot lanes, one-foot

15 six—and-a-half-inch wide traffic railing

16 barriers, an 8-foot inside shoulder, a 10-foot
17 outside shoulder and an 8-foot sidewalk with a
18 one-foot wide pedestrian/bicycle railing on each
19 structure. The proposed right-of-way width for
20 the bridge crossing typical section would be
21 160 feet.
22 In order to select a build alternative in
23 accordance with federal and State policy, there
24 are three steps that must be followed in a
25 sequential order. First, a proposed project must
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1 avoid all impacts to the surrounding environment,
2 to the extent practicable; second, 1f impacts to
3 the surrounding environment cannot be avoided,
4 the impacts must be minimized to the extent
5 practical; and third, compensation must be made
6 for unavoidable impacts that have resulted from
7 the project.
8 Consistent with the NEPA requirements, a No
9 Build Alternative is considered for this project,
10 which does not construct a crossing of the river.
11 This alternative must be evaluated and carried
12 through the entire process. In addition to the
13 No Build Alternative, 13 build alternatives were
14 developed and analyzed for this study. Eleven of
15 the alternatives focus on construction of
16 additional roadway capacity to address the
17 project purpose and need; and two system
18 alternatives were developed which focus on
19 improving transportation system efficiency to
20 address the project purpose and need; a
21 multimodal alternative which considers
22 improvements to transit and a Transportation
23 System Management, or TSM, alternative which
24 considers low-cost improvements, such as
25 intersection geometry and signal timing.
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1 The results of the analysis for the No Build
2 Alternative indicate that many area roadway

3 segments and intersections would be very

4 congested, operating at unacceptable levels of

5 service in the design year of 2037. Those

6 locations are indicated on these graphics by the
7 red lines and circles. The graphic on the left

8 shows the a.m. peak hour condition; and the

9 graphic on the right shows the p.m. peak hour
10 condition. It was concluded that the No Build
11 Alternative would not meet the project purpose
12 and need.
13 Based on the analysis to date, seven of the
14 alternatives have been dismissed from further

15 consideration. It was concluded that widening

16 the existing bridges, the cable-stayed bridge,

17 the tunnel, and the double decking of the

18 existing bridges were not practical alternatives.
19 Further, it was concluded that the construction
20 of flyover ramps at U.S.1 and Port St. Lucie
21 Boulevard, and implementation of either the
22 multimodal or the TSM alternatives would not meet
23 the project purpose and need.
24 Widening of the existing bridges was
25 considered at three different times during the
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1 development of project alternatives. This
2 alternative was rejected each time because, even
3 with widening, both bridges would continue to
4 operate beyond their capacity. Again, the
5 graphic on the left is the a.m. peak hour
6 condition, and the graphic on the right is the
7 p.m. peak hour condition. Both existing bridges
8 and other area roadways and intersections would
9 be severely congested, denoted by the red lines
10 and circles indicated on these graphics; and this
11 alternative would not be able to service the
12 entire traffic demand that was forecasted to
13 cross the river. It was concluded that the
14 widening of the existing bridges would not meet
15 the project purpose and need.
16 The results of the analysis for a Tunnel
17 Alternative indicate that in order to avoid
18 impacts to wetlands and aquatic habitat, and come
19 back up to ground level at U.S.1, would require
20 that U.S.1 be realigned 1,600 feet eastward.
21 This would result in a substantial number of
22 additional residential and commercial
23 relocations. This alternative would have
24 equivalent social impacts to the community west
25 of the river, and the construction cost
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1 assoclated with this alternative would be

2 substantially higher, more than four times

3 higher, than other build alternative options.

4 The Tunnel Alternative was eliminated from

5 further consideration as not being practicable.
6 The remaining six build alternatives under
7 consideration are shown here. As with each of

8 the build alternatives, Alternative Z2A begins at
9 the intersection of Manth Lane and Crosstown

10 Parkway. It then travels southeast cutting

11 through the residential area to Walters Terrace,
12 then eastward along Walters Terrace. It crosses
13 Savannas Preserve State Park and the river, and
14 then connects to the existing Veterans Memorial
15 Parkway/Walton Road. From there, it continues
16 eastward along Walton Road to its intersection at
17 Uu.s. 1.

18 Alternative 2D travels northeast along West
19 Virginia Drive to its intersection with Floresta
20 Drive. From there, it turns south 90 degrees
21 along Floresta Drive to its intersection with
22 Walters Terrace. At that point, it turns east
23 90 degrees along Walters Terrace and continues
24 eastward along the same path as Alternative 2A.
25 Alternative 1C travels northeast along West
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1 Virginia Drive, then crosses Savannas Preserve
2 State Park and the river, bending slightly
3 southward to its intersection with U.S.1l, and its
4 intersection with Village Green Drive.
5 Alternative 1F travels northeast along West
6 Virginia Drive, then bends northeasterly across
i Savannas Preserve State Park and the river. It
8 traverses eastward between the southern boundary
9 of La Buona Vita Village and the northern
10 boundary of Liberty Medical, to its eventual
11 terminus with U.S.1.
12 Alternative 6B travels northeast along West
13 Virginia Drive. East of Floresta Drive it
14 continues in a northeasterly direction cutting
15 through the residential area, and then crosses
16 Savannas Preserve State Park and the river. From
17 there, it bends east and follows the same path as
18 Alternative 1F between La Buona Vita and Liberty
19 Medical to U.S.1.
20 Alternative 6A travels northeast along West
21 Virginia Drive. At Floresta Drive it bends
22 northeast cutting through the residential area,
23 then crosses the river in a northeasterly
24 direction. It then bends eastward across the
25 northern boundary of La Buona Vita to its
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1 eventual terminus at U.S.l1 and its intersection

2 with Savanna Club Boulevard.

3 There are several criteria to consider in

4 the evaluation of alternatives. The most

5 important consideration is whether an alternative
6 meets the project's purpose and need. The other
7 criteria involve how a project impacts the

8 community, how a project impacts the natural

9 environment, how a project impacts the physical
10 environment, how much a project will cost, and

11 whether or not a project impacts publicly-owned
12 lands.

13 For this project, the important questions to
14 consider in assessing whether or not an

15 alternative meets the project purpose and need

16 are: Does the project improve the capacity

17 across the river? How well does the project

18 relieve congestion on key roadways and

19 intersections in the area? Does the alternative
20 provide relief to the existing Port St. Lucie
21 Boulevard and Prima Vista Boulevard bridges? Are
22 there other benefits or problems caused to the
23 transportation system that result from
24 implementation of the alternative?
25 Each of the build alternatives has a
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1 positive impact to roadway capacity across the

2 river. Compared to the No Build, each build

3 alternative would provide capacity for an

4 additional 53,100 vehicles per day. Each of the
5 build alternatives would improve travel time

6 across the river. Assuming a trip from west of

7 the river to the medical center east of the

8 river, travel times would improve 3.4 to 9.6

9 minutes one way during the peak periods,

10 depending on which route one takes.

11 Each of the build alternatives reduces

12 congestion along area intersections and roadways;
13 however, they vary in their effectiveness. Based
14 on our evaluation, we have projected where

15 critical components of the roadway system will

16 still experience extreme congestion, even with

17 the construction of a new crossing. This table
18 summarizes where these hot-spot issues are

19 expected to remain, by alternative. The red Y's
20 indicate where hot spots or issues are expected
21 to exist, and the green N's indicate that a
22 particular issue will not exist.
23 For this project, the important questions to
24 consider in assessing how an alternative impacts
25 the community are: What benefits to the
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1 community result from the project? And what

2 disruptions is caused to the community in terms

3 of relocations, mobility or cohesion?

4 All of the build alternatives create a

5 positive impact or benefit to the community in

6 terms of improved regional connectivity resulting
7 in less circuitous travel to get somewhere. Each
8 build alternative will relieve congestion to area
9 roadways. This results in more personal time for
10 motorists, less travel-related stress, and, over
11 the long term, helps to reduce area pollution and
12 greenhouse gas emissions.
13 Each build alternative will improve public
14 safety by: Contributing to more stable traffic
15 flows which reduces the potential for crashes; by
16 providing residents west of the river an

17 additional and more direct access to the regional
18 medical center located east of U.S.1 on Tiffany
19 Avenue/Lyngate Drive; by providing an additional
20 east-west evacuation route for the community east
21 of the river; and by providing exclusive bicycle
22 lanes and pedestrian ways where currently none
23 exist.
24 The construction of this project would
25 require the relocation of families and/or
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1 businesses. The number and type of relocation
2 varies depending upon the alternative. The total
3 number of residential parcels impacted ranges
4 from a low of 140 for Alternative 1C to a high of
5 231 for Alternative 2D.
6 The number of commercial tenants impacted
7 ranges from a low of zero for Alternatives 2D and
8 1C, to a high of 14 for Alternative 1F and 6B.
9 More specific information is noted on displays
10 here tonight.
11 Two alternatives, 2A and 2B, would
12 indirectly affect Floresta Elementary School by
13 closing off access between Floresta Drive and
14 Bywood Avenue, thus requiring an adjustment to
15 the school's access.
16 The acquisition of property would be
17 conducted in accordance with the federal Uniform
18 Relocation Assistance and Real Property
19 Acquisition Policies Act of 1970, as amended,
20 commonly known as the Uniform Act. The Uniform
21 Act requires that impacted property owners be
22 justly compensated and treated in a fair and
23 equitable manner.
24 In addition to receiving just compensation
25 for your property, you may also be eligible for
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1 relocation assistance benefits, including

2 advisory services and certain payments. Again,

3 relocation assistance would be provided in

4 accordance with the federal Uniform Act.

5 An important word of caution: If you move

6 before you receive notification of the relocation
7 benefits to which you may be entitled, your

8 benefits may be jeopardized.

9 Our acquisition and relocation specialists
10 are here tonight. If you did not have the

11 opportunity to speak with them during the Open

12 House portion of tonight's event, they will be

13 available after the formal comment period to

14 answer your questions.

15 All build alternatives would enhance

16 regional mobility by providing a connection

17 across the physical barrier of the river.

18 In contrast to the regional benefit, all

19 build alternatives would affect local community
20 mobility and cohesion by constructing a new
21 6—-lane parkway through established communities,
22 thereby removing residents and homes from the
23 project's path; and by dividing the neighborhoods
24 north and south of the new parkway. The impacts
25 become more substantial where a roadway alignment
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1 cuts diagonally through a neighborhood.

2 As alternatives were developed, efforts were
3 made to minimize the impacts to the local

4 communities, but all build alternatives would

5 still introduce some dead-end streets,

6 cul-de-sacs and street realignments to

7 residential roads abutting the project. New

8 dead-end streets are identified here by orange

9 diamonds. New cul-de-sacs are shown in pink and
10 new street realignments are shown in red.
11 Alternative 2A, shown here, traverses
12 diagonally across four residential streets near
13 the western terminus. The route for Alternative
14 2A would have less disruption to local community
15 cohesion as compared to Alternatives 2D, 1F, 6B
16 and 6A; however, because of an existing canal,
17 that already provides a barrier to north-south
18 mobility. This alternative indirectly affects
19 Floresta Elementary School by closing Bywood
20 Avenue to and from Floresta Drive, which would
21 require motorists to seek an alternative route to
22 and from the school.
23 Alternative 2A would also impact the
24 community on the north side of Crosstown Parkway
25 Extension near its western terminus at U.S.1.
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1 Currently this community uses Southeast High

2 Point Drive to enter and exit from. If this

3 alternative is constructed, a median will be

4 introduced so that access at this location would
5 be right-turn in and right-turn out only. To

6 compensate for this impact, a new entry point

7 would be provided to Southeast Oakmont Lane near
8 the southwestern corner of the community. A new
9 signal would be constructed at the newly created
10 intersection of Crosstown Parkway Extension and
11 Veterans Memorial Parkway/Southeast Oakmont Lane.
12 Alternative 2D would be constructed along

13 the existing alignments of portions West Virginia
14 Drive, Floresta Drive, Walters Terrace and

15 Veterans Memorial Parkway, which generally

16 minimizes cohesion and mobility impacts to the

17 remaining community. However, this alternative
18 would have a substantial impact to the cohesion,
19 mobility, and safety for one neighborhood. It
20 would partially isolate the area east of Floresta
21 Drive between West Virginia Dive and Walters
22 Terrace. The only access into and out of the
23 community would be via West Virginia Drive. This
24 alternative would have the same impact as
25 Alternative 2A on Floresta Elementary School, due
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1 to the closure of Bywood Avenue. Additionally,
2 this alternative would use 1.06 acres of Kiwanis
3 Park frontage.
4 FEast of the river Alternative 2D would have
5 the same impacts to the community as Alternative
6 2A.
7 Alternative 1C would be constructed along
8 the existing alignment of West Virginia Drive on
9 the west side of the river, and it would not pass
10 through, or near, any residential or commercial
11 areas on the east side of the river, resulting in
12 the least amount of impact to mobility and
13 community cohesion of all build alternatives. No
14 community facilities would be directly or
15 indirectly affected by this alternative.
16 However, this alternative would require the
17 relocation of Halpatiokee Canoe and Nature Trail
18 within Savannas Preserve State Park. Note that
19 while other build alternatives do not directly
20 impact this area, the relocation of the trail and
21 canoe launch has been included as part of project
22 mitigation for all build alternatives.
23 Alternative 1F would follow the same route
24 as 1C along the existing alignment of West
25 Virginia Drive on the west side of the river. On
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1 the east side of the river, this alternative
2 traverses along the southern boundary of La Buona
3 Vita neighborhood.
4 Because this alternative would remove 21
5 residences from La Buona Vita, a cooperative
6 community, the remaining residents would bear an
7 increased financial burden, since the community's
8 operation and maintenance costs would be
9 distributed among fewer owners.
10 Where this alternative ties into U.S.1,
11 median revisions along U.S.l1 will be necessary.
12 Access to Liberty Medical along U.S.1 1is
13 currently served by a northbound left-turn lane
14 from U.S.1. That median opening would be closed
15 and the movement would be accommodated through a
16 northbound to southbound u-turn movement at the
17 new intersection of the Crosstown Parkway
18 Extension. No community facilities would be
19 directly or indirectly affected by this
20 alternative.
21 Alternative 6B would partially follow the
22 alignment of existing West Virginia Drive on the
23 west side of the river, but would have more
24 community impacts than Alternative 1F due to its
25 diagonal alignment through the neighborhood as it
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1 approaches the river. It would cut through three
2 local east-west streets before elevating over

3 Coral Reef Street.

4 FEast of the river this alternative has the

5 same impacts to La Buona Vita as Alternative 1F,
6 and this alternative would have the same impact

7 to medians along U.S.1, as well.

8 Alternative 6A would have substantial

9 community impacts on both sides of the river.
10 The alignment partially follows existing West
11 Virginia Drive on the west side of the river, but
12 it would cut diagonally through the neighborhood
13 east of Floresta Drive, approximately half a

14 mile. There it would cut across six residential
15 streets, resulting in substantial impacts to

16 local cohesion and mobility in this community.

17 East of the river Alternative 6A traverses
18 along the north boundary of La Buona Vita to

19 U.S.1 at Savanna Club Boulevard. This
20 alternative would require relocation of the
21 access driveway to and from La Buona Vita
22 community. The driveway is currently the west
23 leg of an intersection at U.S.1 with Savanna Club
24 Boulevard. The proposed Crosstown Parkway
25 Extension, 6A, would become the west leg of this
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1 intersection. The existing access to La Buona

2 Vita would be relocated to Mary Ann Lane, off of

3 the proposed Crosstown Parkway Extension, and

4 would access what 1s now the northwest rear

5 corner of the community. This new access road

6 would change traffic flows within the community,

7 increasing vehicular activity in the vicinity of

8 the new access road.

9 For this project, the important questions to
10 consider in assessing how an alternative impacts
11 the natural environment are: How are wetlands
12 and uplands impacted? Are protected species
13 impacted? And can impacts be mitigated?

14 Based on the information collected for this
15 study, including field surveys, there are several
16 species that could be found in the study area.

17 For federally-listed species, the proposed

18 project may affect, but is not likely to

19 adversely affect the six plant and animal species
20 noted here. This determination is true for all
21 build alternatives.

22 For State-listed species, the proposed

23 project could affect the eight plant and animal
24 species noted here. This determination is true
25 for all build alternatives.
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1 All build alternatives would affect
2 essential fish habitat, which includes mangroves,
3 freshwater wetlands and the open water habitats.
4 Direct impacts to these habitats vary by build
5 alternative and range from a low of 8.56 acres
6 for Alternative 6A to a high of 11.95 acres for
7 Alternative 1C. The federally-managed species
8 include three shrimp species and seven fish
9 species.
10 Impacts to the natural environment vary by
11 alternative and the resource being considered.
12 Wetland impacts range from 7.6 acres for
13 Alternative 6B to 10.2 acres for Alternative 1C.
14 Upland impacts range from 0.2 acres for
15 Alternative 6A to 7.6 acres for Alternatives 2A
16 and 2D. Impacts to Sovereign Submerged Lands
17 range from 0.8 eight acres for Alternative 6A to
18 2.3 acres for Alternatives 2A and 2D, and 1is
19 mostly due to shading by the proposed bridge.
20 The total impacts to the natural habitats range
21 from 8.8 acres for Alternative 6A to 18.5 acres
22 for Alternative 1C.
23 Minimization techniques were incorporated
24 into the development of the six build
25 alternatives. Some of the more important
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1 techniques are: The bridging of environmentally
2 sensitive land, avoiding temporary filling of
3 wetlands during construction, maximizing span
4 lengths to reduce impacts from bridge pier bents
5 and committing to a top-down construction
6 technique or the use of temporary platforms and
i trestles.
8 To address unavoidable impacts, a mitigation
9 plan has been developed in cooperation with the
10 regulatory and review agencies to offset
11 anticipated impacts. The first part of the
12 mitigation plan was developed to offset the
13 impacts associated with securing an easement to
14 cross the State-owned lands. This mitigation 1is
15 known as proprietary mitigation.
16 The City of Port St. Lucie and the FDEP
17 reached an agreement on specific mitigation
18 measures, 1f a build alternative is selected.
19 The mitigation would be the same for all build
20 alternatives and would include: Land
21 acquisition, water quality improvements, and
22 trail and other recreational opportunities. The
23 City of Port St. Lucie will purchase
24 approximately 110 acres of land identified by the
25 FDEP as priority sites. This land would be
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1 conveyed to the State for its use.
2 The City will also construct four
3 restoration projects to improve water quality
4 which would deepen downstream connections, remove
5 downstream shoals, remove exotic species, and
6 restore river hydrology.
7 Several improvements to enhance recreational
8 and educational opportunities would be provided.
9 These are: Construction of Savannas County Park
10 Trail and one or two more of the following:
11 Relocation of Halpatiokee canoe launch;
12 improvements to Savannas Preserve State Park
13 Education Center; and improvements to the
14 Savannas Preserve State Park canoe and kayak
15 launch.
16 The benefits of the proprietary mitigation
17 are: Increased State parkland area and wildlife
18 habitat; improved water quality and aquatic
19 habitat; and enhanced recreational opportunities.
20 The second part of the mitigation plan
21 addresses the environmental impacts based upon
22 the regulatory permitting process. To address
23 regulatory mitigation, the City will develop the
24 Platt's Creek Restoration project and contribute
25 to the Bear Creek Mitigation Bank. The Platt's
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1 Creek restoration project is a restoration

2 project developed in collaboration with St. Lucie
3 County to compensate for wetland impacts.

4 The City's contribution to the Bear Creek

5 Mitigation Bank will offset impacts to mangroves.
6 The benefits of the regulatory mitigation

7 are: The creation of new wetlands, while

8 removing invasive vegetation; increase wildlife

9 habitat; and ensuring that Platt's Creek remains
10 a public conservation use.

11 For this project, the important questions to
12 consider in assessing how an alternative impacts
13 the physical environment are: Would the

14 construction of an alternative have any

15 contaminated sites proximate to the alignment

16 that could complicate construction? Does an

17 alternative increase air pollution? Can impacts
18 on water quality be mitigated? And can noise

19 pollution be adequately mitigated?
20 There are no known contamination sites
21 within the project right-of-way which would
22 impact the construction of any build alternative.
23 Air quality would not be impacted by any of
24 the build alternatives. There 1s a potential for
25 improved air quality due to the reduced
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1 congestion resulting from the project. This

2 project meets the maximum air quality standards

3 established by the U.S. Environmental Protection
4 Agency.

5 The project study area is located within the
6 North Fork St. Lucie River Aquatic Preserve,

7 which is also designated as an Outstanding

8 Florida Water. As such, all build alternatives

9 would be designed to strictly adhere to State and
10 regional regulatory criteria to avoid impacts to
11 this important aquatic system.

12 All build alternatives would include a

13 drainage and stormwater management system that

14 would provide pretreatment at 150 percent of the
15 required water quality treatment volume for

16 stormwater runoff prior to discharge to the river
17 or 1ts tributaries.

18 In addition to these measures, the proposed
19 mitigation plan includes water quality
20 improvement projects that would improve overall
21 water quality in the Aquatic Preserve.
22 FHWA criteria for noise abatement and cost
23 reasonableness were used to identify residents
24 impacted by noise and potential noise wall
25 locations. Noise walls were found to be
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1 effective and cost reasonable at various

2 locations along each of the proposed build

3 alternatives, and are shown on displays here

4 tonight.

5 If a build alternative is selected, surveys
6 of the community will be conducted during the

7 design phase to solicit additional input from the
8 impacted residents on the desirability and type

9 of walls to be implemented.

10 Cost estimates were prepared for each build
11 alternative based on costs for roadway design,

12 right-of-way, utilities relocations,

13 construction, construction engineering

14 inspection, and mitigation. The estimated

15 project costs by alternative range from a low of
16 $118.85 million for Alternative 6B to a high of
17 $167.8 million for Alternative 2D. These costs
18 are preliminary and will be refined if a build

19 alternative is selected.
20 For this project, the important questions to
21 consider in assessing how an alternative impacts
22 parks or other public lands are: Which public
23 lands are impacted? Can impacts be avoided? Are
24 alternatives feasible and prudent? And can
25 impacts be mitigated?
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1 The Department of Transportation Act of 1966
2 included a special provision, Section 4(f), which
3 stipulated that the FHWA and other DOT agencies

4 cannot approve the use of land from

5 publicly-owned parks, recreational areas,

6 wildlife and waterfowl refuges, or public and

7 private historical sites unless the following

8 conditions apply: There is no feasible and

9 prudent alternative to the use of such land, and
10 the action includes all possible planning to
11 minimize harm to the property resulting from the
12 use.
13 The FHWA has made a determination that there
14 are three Section 4(f) properties within the

15 project study area: The North Fork St. Lucie

16 River Aquatic Preserve; the Savannas Preserve

17 State Park; and Kiwanis Park.

18 As explained here tonight, there are

19 advantages and disadvantages associated with each
20 build alternative and the No Build alternative.
21 Summaries of this information are contained on
22 displays here tonight.
23 A Draft Section 4(f) evaluation was included
24 in the DEIS signed by FHWA. Based on the
25 evaluation: There does not appear to be an
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1 avoidance alternative that is feasible and

2 prudent, as defined in Section 4(f).

3 Alternatives 2D, 1lF, 6A and 6B do not appear to
4 be prudent because of their severe social and

5 community impacts. Alternatives 2A and 1C do

6 appear to be both feasible and prudent.

7 A conceptual mitigation plan has been

8 developed to compensate for use of Section 4(f)
9 lands. With the proposed mitigation plan,

10 Alternative 1C appears to have the least net harm
11 to Section 4(f) resources and the social

12 environment. These findings are preliminary and
13 a final determination will be issued on this

14 issue by FHWA prior to approving the final

15 Environmental Impact Statement.

16 The analysis and evaluation of alternatives
17 are documented in the DEIS and technical support
18 documents. These documents were developed in

19 coordination with the regulatory and review
20 agencies.
21 The DEIS was approved by FHWA for public
22 availability on July 1, 2011 and the Notice of
23 Availability was published in the Federal
24 Register on August 19, 2011. The PD&E documents
25 were available for public review at the City

WWW.ATLANTICREPORTING.COM
(800) 336-0050

Electronically signed by Marcella R. Samson (601-223-525-4810) 687d181c-4a5c-4f29-afca-7593a5248894



45

1 Hall, the City Engineering Building, and the FDOT
2 Fort Lauderdale headquarters. They are also

3 available on the project website, and are

4 available here tonight for anyone who wishes to

5 examine them.

6 Approval of the DEIS allowed us to hold

7 today's public hearing; and we want to receive

8 your input.

9 There have been various opportunities for

10 the public and agencies to provide input and

11 receive information throughout the project,

12 including: Workshops, monthly project meetings,
13 this public hearing, newsletters, the project

14 website, the public hotline and the ETDM project
15 website. We welcome any oral or written comments
16 that you might have that will help us make this
17 important decision.

18 At the conclusion of this presentation, our
19 personnel will distribute speaker cards to those
20 in the audience that have not received one and
21 would like to make a statement. A court reporter
22 will record your statement and a verbatim
23 transcript will be made of all oral proceedings
24 of this hearing. If you do not wish to speak at
25 the microphone, you may provide your comments in
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1 writing at the comment tables. Also written
2 statements or exhibits may be presented instead
3 of or in addition to comments provided tonight.
4 Each method of submitting comments carries equal
5 weight. No extra consideration is given to oral
6 comments over written comments.
7 Written comments received or postmarked by
8 October 3, 2011 will be documented as part of
9 this hearing. All written documents should be
10 mailed to the attention of Patricia Roebling,
11 P.E., City Engineer, 121 S.W. Port St. Lucie
12 Boulevard, Port St. Lucie, Florida 34984. This
13 address 1is also found in your handout.
14 The next step is to incorporate your input
15 into our decision-making process. After the
16 comment period closes and your input has been
17 considered, a Preferred Alternative will be
18 selected and the Final Environmental Impact
19 Statement will be prepared and submitted to FHWA
20 for review and approval. FHWA is anticipated to
21 sign the Record of Decision in December of 2012,
22 which is the final step in the EIS process.
23 This project has and will continue to be
24 undertaken in accordance will all applicable
25 State and federal rules and regulations.
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1 This concludes our presentation.
2 (Thereupon, the Power Point presentation was
3 concluded.)
4 MR. BENTROTT: Can I get the lights turned
5 back on, please. We'll now turn the next portion
6 of the public hearing over to Mr. Michael Davis,
7 with Keith and Schnars Engineering.
8 MR. DAVIS: Thank you, Mr. Bentrott. On
9 behalf of the City and the consulting team, we
10 want to thank you for coming out tonight and
11 taking your evening and sharing your thoughts
12 about this very important project. Anyone
13 desiring to make a statement or present written
14 views and/or exhibits relevant to the location,
15 conceptual design, socioeconomic effects or
16 impacts on the environment as a result of this
17 project will now have an opportunity to do so.
18 This is an opportunity for you to formally
19 present your comments, opinions and ideas about
20 the project for the permanent record. We ask
21 that you limit your comments to two minutes. If
22 you have additional comments, you may continue
23 after other people have had the opportunity to
24 speak. We will have staff available after the
25 comment period to address any questions
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1 one-on-one.
2 If you are holding a speaker card, please
3 pass your card to the aisle and our staff will
4 collect them. If you have not received a card
5 and wish to speak, please raise your hand and our
6 staff will provide you with one.
7 I would like to remind you that this is not
8 a question and answer session and this is not a
9 debate. This is an opportunity for you to
10 provide your input for consideration by our
11 project team as we move forward in selecting the
12 final alternative. Staff will remain after our
13 public comment period to address specific
14 questions and concerns. Also, 1f anyone requires
15 project information in Spanish, Miss Veronica
16 Altove and Miss Maria Anaya of the project team
17 will be available for public comment after the
18 public period to assist you.
19 (Thereupon, the previous instruction was
20 reiterated in Spanish.)
21 MR. DAVIS: Thank you, Veronica.
22 I'd first like to ask: Are there any
23 elected or public officials who would like to
24 make a comment at this time? Any elected public
25 officials who'd like to make a comment? Seeing
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1 none, I'll ask: Are there any officials
2 representing federal, state or local government
3 agencies who would like to make a comment at this
4 time?
5 We will now call on those of you who turned
6 in speaker cards. When you come forward, please
7 state your name and address. If you represent an
8 organization, municipality or other public
9 entity, we would appreciate that information, as
10 well. Please use the microphone so that our
11 reporter will be sure to get a complete record of
12 your comments. Just speak naturally. The volume
13 will be adjusted so that the rest of us can hear
14 you.
15 Mr. Krane will call the first speaker.
16 MR. KRANE: Thank you. The court reporter
17 also asks that you please spell your first name
18 and last name when you approach the microphone.
19 The first speaker is Bob Brown.
20 MR. BROWN: My name 1is Robert Brown,
21 R-O-B-E-R-T, B-R-0O-W-N, standard, conventional
22 spelling. I live at 1297 Southeast Coral Reef
23 Street, which is located just a couple of blocks,
24 real close to the 1C and 1F alternatives. I
25 appreciate the efforts of everyone trying to keep
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1 this project moving. We've been in our residence
2 for going on 14 years now and this project has
3 been going on at least 16, 17 years that I'm
4 aware of. So keep the project going.
5 To me, the 1C and 1F make the most sense for
6 the project, even though personal impact would be
7 most because it's close to directly to our
8 residents. Still seems to make the most sense.
9 I just would ask one thing be considered as you
10 work your way through this process and that is
11 take a look currently at the West
12 Virginia/Floresta intersection.
13 Since the western portion of Crosstown is
14 complete, the traffic through that intersection
15 has increased dramatically. There have been a
16 number of accidents and an even greater number of
17 near misses; and during the rush hours, it's very
18 tough for people on either side of Floresta to
19 get out through that area to hang a left on
20 either side from Floresta to get across one lane
21 of traffic. There 1s no traffic flow control
22 from Thornhill all the way up to Prima Vista now.
23 So that's been a bit of problem for the
24 neighborhood and would appreciate it if something
25 could be looked at there before 2017, when
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1 hopefully everything gets completed. Thank you

2 very much.

3 MR. KRANE: I'll now call Mr. Henry Flower.
4 Ladies and gentlemen, when you come up to

5 speak, 1f you could be mindful of staying close

6 to the microphone. 1It's a little hard for some

7 of the people in the back and volume only goes so
8 high. Try to keep that in mind. It might seem

9 loud to you, but for other people in the room, it
10 would be very helpful.

11 MR. FLOWER: Henry Flower. I live at 951

12 Southeast West Virginia Drive. I've lived there
13 for 32 years. I have an issue with moving

14 because I have a home-based business, which I run
15 out of my house. I also am a very handy man. I
16 do all my own work. I do all my other automotive
17 work, all my home repairs, electrical work.

18 Anything that has to be done, anything like that
19 I have to do it myself because I can't afford to
20 pay other people to do that.
21 I'm sure a lot of other people here are in
22 the same situation, especially right now with the
23 economy very, very low. And my situation is I
24 have collected all kinds of tools and supplies
25 that are in my attic and my two-car garage and
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1 especially in my den where my office is I have
2 all kinds of shelfing and stuff, equipment,
3 computers, books and records and so forth. And I
4 live alone. I would have to move all this stuff
5 myself, because I have it all memorized right
6 now. I always put things away in one spot so I
7 can go to it when I need it. It'd take me about
8 ten years to get reorganized, if I'm required to
9 move. With all the other economic things, I'd
10 greatly appreciate —-- As I explained to the
11 people over here, it's still going to be real
12 onus on me.
13 MR. KRANE: Suzanne Eovaldi.
14 MS. EOVALDI: Yes, my name 1is Suzanne,
15 S-U-Z—-A-N-N-E, last name is E-O-V-A-L-D-I; 749
16 Southwest Aruba Bay, Port St. Lucie. This Power
17 Point presentation I find to have been merely a
18 Hobson's choice to point you all in the direction
19 of choosing 1C, which is abhorrent. The trauma
20 of destroying Florida's ancient ecosystem to
21 bring down the enormous bridge over the St. Lucie
22 River savanna at U.S.1 will be irrevocable,
23 irresponsible, irreverent and irretractable
24 (sic). You may not break and destroy that which
25 is not yours to ruin. This pristine savanna, a
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1 treeless plain, surrounds ancient trees whose
2 roots reach back for eons. The horsetail plant
3 is one of our planet's oldest living organisms.
4 It's used for medicinal purposes. The very rare
5 pipefish can only survive and thrive in the North
6 Fork. These receive very little mention in your
7 presentation. Beautiful birds, leaves from
8 ancient canopies, mangroves, they are not yours
9 to destroy.
10 I'll conclude by reading a brief excerpt
11 from Mark Twain's Life on the Mississippi: "I
12 still keep in mind a certain wonderful sunset
13 which I witnessed when steamboating was new to
14 me. A broad expanse of the river was turned to
15 blood; in the middle distance a red hue
16 brightened into gold, through which a solitary
17 log came floating, black and conspicuous; in one
18 place a long slanting mark. The somber shadow
19 that fell from this forest was broken in one
20 place by a long, ruffled trail that shone like
21 silver."
22 1C will destroy all of this. It has to
23 cross the river in three places and it's second
24 most costly. Thank you.
25 MR. KRANE: Next speaker is David Kaplan.
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1 MR. KAPLAN: My name 1is David Kaplan;

2 D-A-V-I-D, K-A-P-L-A-N. I live at 410 Southeast

3 Naranja Avenue. I applaud your foresight in

4 building the Crosstown Parkway. As President of

5 River Park Homeowner's Association, I have heard

6 an unhealthy condition of our residents living

7 along Prima Vista due to the proximity to heavy

8 traffic.

9 If only our forefathers had the insight of
10 the Crosstown Parkway concept back then, how nice
11 it would be. I wish to remind you of City
12 Engineer's letter dated November 25, 2008.

13 Mr. England states that the Coast Guard

14 guidelines state that the bridge height must be
15 18.5 feet mean high water. I beg to differ with
16 him, as this is the minimum height, due to the
17 buoy tenders eighth requirement.

18 Please consider clearance height 25 foot

19 plus in order to allow larger watercraft up our
20 river. Please invoke the same foresight used

21 above and visualize an active waterway creating
22 this bridge and rebuilding Port St. Lucie

23 Boulevard to a higher elevation or a draw bridge.
24 Thank you.

25 MR. KRANE: The next speaker is Robert
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1 Riley.

2 MR. RILEY: My name 1is Robert Reily,

3 R-O-B-E-R-T, R-I-L-E-Y. I live at 1337 Southeast
4 Ocean Lane, Port St. Lucie. I have two subjects.
5 One is a complaint similar to Mr. Brown's. The

6 corner lots on West Virginia have bushes growing
7 up that prevent the vision of oncoming traffic

8 when you go to cross and pull out. I was almost
9 hit tonight coming over here. There's no reason
10 I can see that these bushes can't be removed,

11 since all that's going to be removed eventually
12 anyhow, and to prevent an unsafe condition. If
13 they don't know where they are, send them over to
14 my house and I'll show it to them.

15 The second thing is I have a suggestion.

16 I'm under the impression that this road will go
17 into Walton Road or to Veterans Parkway to Walton
18 Road. Walton Road should be extended and a

19 causeway put in over to Hutchinson Island. This
20 causeway, of course, would be good for the people
21 that live there and people on Hutchinson Island.
22 It could have boat ramps and picnic areas and we
23 won't have to use Martin County's causeway or
24 listen to their gripe all the time.
25 Along with that, it will provide an escape
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1 route in the event of hurricane or tsunami.
2 There's so many benefits that the community would
3 gain from this. I'll tell you how to get this.
4 We have a nuclear power plant sitting on a
5 beach. That power plant can be attacked by
6 terrorist. I'm not trying to scare you, but this
7 is the truth. What you do, get someone from the
8 State with political influence to contact the
9 Director of Homeland Security Agency in D.C. and
10 put in a claim to have an escape route from
11 Hutchinson Island —-
12 MR. KRANE: Two minutes. Please bring your
13 remarks to a close. That was our two-minute
14 limit. If you still have more comments, at the
15 end of the speakers, you're invited to come up
16 and speak some more.
17 MR. RILEY: Thank you.
18 MR. KRANE: Pat Simmons.
19 MS. SIMMONS: Pat Simmons, P-A-T, last name
20 S-I-M-M-O-N-S. I live at 968 Southwest S.E.
21 Browning Avenue. Sorry, I apologize for my
22 voice. Something that no one is discussing yet,
23 but it was brought up just momentarily is
24 Floresta grade school and the daycare that sits
25 right next to it. It's difficult enough for the
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1 kids to get home on the north side of Walters
2 Terrace as it is now and no one 1s talking about
3 it, but it's going to be a big impact on the
4 school. How are the kids supposed to get across
5 a six—lane highway to get home every afternoon
6 and home in the morning. The traffic is a
7 nightmare around that school in the morning and
8 in the afternoons as it is. So please consider
9 that.
10 Also, you said there would only be one way
11 in and out of that entire neighborhood if either
12 one of the 2A or 2D are chosen. That's not safe
13 for us, it's not safe for the kids. And the
14 third thing I want to say is 1f we had proper and
15 adequate mass transit in this area, there would
16 be no need for a third bridge. Thanks.
17 MR. KRANE: Next speaker is Bruce Turner.
18 MR. TURNER: Bruce Turner, B-R-U-C-E,
19 T-U-R-N-E-R; 662 Northeast Horizon Lane. I've
20 had the privilege of enjoying the river now for
21 the last twenty years or so. It's a beautiful
22 place. I don't know if many of you take the time
23 to enjoy it. About 15 years ago I discovered a
24 really outstanding area of the river, it's the
25 best part of the river. Unfortunately, it's the
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1 part that the City would like to go right through
2 the middle of. Currently there are five osprey
3 nests there, one would be right underneath where
4 1C is going to go now. About three or four years
5 ago, I alerted the local Environmental Protection
6 Agency, I guess it was, or maybe the Department
7 of Environmental Protection, one or the other,
8 that there was an eagle's nest there. So for one
9 year I was able to enjoy watching the eagles.
10 But, unfortunately, they didn't come back. They
11 don't get along with the ospreys very well.
12 I think the importance of this is if you
13 want to see another osprey nest, you have to go
14 all the way to the other side of Port St. Lucie
15 Boulevard to see one or you can go about a
16 quarter of a mile north of the Port St. Lucie —-
17 I mean Prima Vista bridge to see one. But right
18 in this area there are five. Now that tells you
19 something about this area.
20 I think it would be a real shame —-- you
21 know, I've enjoyed it for all these years, but
22 the next generations that would be coming, I
23 think it's going to be a shame if we knock this
24 over and put the bridge through. I'm not against
25 having a bridge. I voted for it, but this area
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1 is just so unique, it'd be shame to lose it.

2 Thank you.

3 MR. KRANE: Two minutes. The next speaker
4 is Ben Lombardi.

5 MR. LOMBARDI: My name is Ben Lombardi;

6 B-E-N, L-O-M-B-A-R-D-I; and I live at 1450

7 Southeast Ashford Place in the Villas of the

8 Village Green, directly across the street from

9 this building, across U.S.1 from this building.
10 I'm here to give you my —-- I thank you very much
11 for this fantastic presentation, but the

12 presentation would be moot if we pick the wrong
13 option and the wrong option -- the right option
14 is 1C and it has to be considered as the only

15 option. Common sense dictates —-- common sense
16 dictates that 1C is the option.

17 If you decide to do the Walters Terrace

18 option, there's going to be more destruction of
19 houses in this low economy. The people, there's
20 now way they're going to get the money they're
21 supposed to get. Whereas, for 1C it's already
22 done.
23 And personally when this road comes to
24 Veterans Memorial Parkway, it comes right to our
25 front door for the Villas of the Village Green.
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1 There's no way we would be —- that would not
2 improve our way of life in any way. It's going
3 to impact us greatly. How do we get ——- There's
4 no way you get paid back for anything like that.
5 There are all kinds of things and new exits, new
6 this, new that. The name of the game is it's no
7 good, it doesn't play. The right way to go is to
8 go 1C, less people get hurt and it's paid for.
9 MR. KRANE: Gary King. Gary King?
10 We'll move on to the next speaker. Tom
11 McMath. Tom McMath?
12 The next speaker is Vernie Dickens. Vernie
13 Dickens?
14 The next speaker is Kevin Delashmutt. Kevin
15 Delashmutt?
16 The next speaker is Nicholas Jones.
17 Nicholas Jones?
18 MR. JONES: Greetings. I'm Nicholas Jones,
19 N-I-C-H-O-L-A-S, J-O-N-E-S. I live at 1499
20 Southeast Buckingham Terrace. From reviewing the
21 documents today, 1it's obvious that we do need to
22 do something about the traffic situation because
23 in a few years, 1it's going to get pretty bad. So
24 thanks for the foresight on this matter.
25 Additionally, I think that if we do have to
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1 build a bridge, a new bridge, it should probably
2 be 1C, because it's going to have the least

3 all-around impact on the residents, as well as

4 the environment, maybe not so much the

5 environment. But if we're going across with a

6 bridge, we're going to make a mess either way.

7 If there were some other options, it'd be great
8 to consider it, but I believe we've already

9 pretty much decided it's not feasible.

10 I would like to address the fact that a lot
11 of people that may not be in the easement are

12 probably going to have their property values

13 affected due to there being a bridge or road in
14 their backyard that was perhaps woods there

15 before. So those that may be affected by this
16 situation, I think you guys should really

17 consider offering them some sort of compensation
18 for their property value or for just the eyesore
19 alone, not so much just the noise or the actual
20 taking of the property, I think you should take
21 it one step further. Thank you.
22 MR. KRANE: The next speaker is Thomas
23 Ladomirak.
24 MR. LADOMIRAK : Good evening. My name is
25 Thomas Ladomirak. I address is 2152 Southwest
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Madrugo Street. My preferred route is 1C, after
hearing the presentation that it would have the
least effect on the residents; and my second
choice, i1if for whatever reason that was not
chosen, it would be either 2A or 2D. The main
reasons are both 1C, 2A and 2D connect to
existing ——- or will become existing intersection
by connecting to both Walton Road and Village
Green Boulevard. I think the other alternative
would end up creating a T intersection on U.S.1,
which will just further aggravate the traffic
pattern on U.S.1. So I'm hoping that one of
those three choices will be chosen.

As far as the properties that abut the
right-of-way to the bridge, I would hope that
maybe some sort of wooded buffer or tree buffer
could be created, in addition to any type of
sound barrier, so that i1f a residence had to back

up to the bridge right-of-way or a roadway, it

would create a nice —-- I know they did something
like that in St. Lucie West out in -- Trying to
think of the section there. It was out there

west of California, the homeowners got with the
City and they made some adjustments and they both

did pretty good. Thank you very much.
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1 MR. KRANE: Next speaker is Maureen Lee.

2 Could you say that one more time?

3 AUDIENCE MEMBER: She wants to put it in, in

4 writing.

5 MR. KRANE: The next speaker is Raenelle

6 Apissomian.

7 MS. APISSOMIAN: You did very well. My name

8 is Raenelle Apissomian, R-A-E-N-E-L-L-E,

9 A-P-I1-S-S-0-M-I-A-N; and I live on 2142 Southeast
10 Morningside. By way of introduction, I want you
11 all to know that I am an environmentalist. I saw
12 them construct the Jensen Beach Causeway. At the
13 first meetings it was seemingly horrified and
14 then you come out on the other end saying it's
15 pretty wonderful and beautiful mitigation and the
16 area 1s just as hospitable, as I can tell from
17 looking on the outside.

18 So I do support the need, in spite of or

19 with the environmental concerns being included,
20 to have this alternative and to have this

21 Crosstown Parkway completed. I do support —-—

22 however, a contradiction to some of the people, I
23 do support bringing it to Alternative 2A on

24 Walton because of the efficiency of connecting to
25 existing roadways and Walton Road very
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1 efficiently going out to Indian River Drive and

2 other areas of our back roads of Lennard and so

3 forth.

4 I do feel that when we came here, we were

5 helping with the planning of the City and this

6 center area, we were very excited to be a part of
7 it. I would love to see 2A used so that the

8 traffic would be moved into our area for greater
9 both business and the Center City. I'd love to
10 see it for that reason. I am sorry if that

11 alternative would bring difficulty to some of the
12 homes in the area, but that's my impression.

13 And the other impression is farther seeing
14 down the line, we will need another access across
15 to Hutchinson Island. There is nothing between
16 Jensen Beach and the south bridge Fort Pierce.

17 That's about 15 miles to go for people who live
18 on the island to get off.

19 MR. KRANE: Two minutes.
20 MS. APISSOMIAN: I would like a Walton Road
21 bridge going across. Thank you.
22 MR. KRANE: Next speaker is Shari Anker.
23 Shari Anker?
24 The next speaker is Don Nilsson.
25 MR. NILSSON: My name is Don Nilsson and I
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1 represent Villas of the Village Green, President.
2 The spelling of my name is D-O-N, N-I-L-S-S-O-N.
3 As far as we have watched this for probably
4 the better part of last six years, 1C is the way
5 to go. It's bought, it's paid for, and it would
6 have the less impact. 2A or 2B impacts our whole
7 community very bad. Thank you very much.

8 MR. KRANE: Next speaker is Swanrick Sitton.
9 Rick Sitton?

10 MS. SITTON: Actually, my name is Susan

11 Sitton. We didn't know which one of us would

12 speak, so we put Susan or Rick. So it's not

13 Swanrick. I live at 1291 Southeast Coral Reef

14 Street. I live approximately two blocks north of
15 Walters Terrace. I did vote for the bridge

16 project. Way back then, to my knowledge, it was
17 about 2008 that routes 2A and B were going to be
18 considered. In my opinion, 2B is ludicrous

19 because of the high cost and the two terrible

20 intersections. They'd have to go Manth to

21 Floresta and this to there and tons of traffic.

22 2A totally blocks in my whole neighborhood, no

23 egress —— no entry or egress, except for the one

24 that's been said before.

25 And 1C, to me, is the way to go. Already
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1 all the homes have been demolished, purchased at
2 prime prices. The City paid for them already.

3 For the City to have to come in and purchase

4 more, more and more nice neighborhood homes who

5 had no clue that they would be any in danger —- I
6 live right on the river. I can look right up and
7 look down and have people throwing tires or

8 whatever. That wasn't any —-— And then there's

9 the school in the neighborhood for the children
10 and whatnot. 2D I think is out. And 2A people
11 seem to be considering. From the presentation, I
12 think it's 1C or 2A I thought was leaning

13 towards, but 1C is what everyone was leaning

14 towards and that's kind of where we've been.

15 It's kind of like a war zone already down to
16 West Virginia. So you might as well go with it,
17 end up right here at City Center, the existing

18 intersection of Village Green and get the people
19 over to City Center where we want people to be.
20 Thank you.
21 MR. KRANE: The next speaker is Fred Cook.
22 Fred Cook?
23 MR. COOK: Good evening, ladies and
24 gentlemen. I gave this speech yesterday at the
25 transportation meeting. So anyone that's here
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1 that was here yesterday, they know what I'm going
2 to say. My name is Fred Cook. I'm a resident of
3 the City of Port St. Lucie for 26 years, very

4 active. I was on the Planning & Zoning Board for
5 almost ten years and that's when I became

6 involved in the Crosstown Parkway. It was the

7 West Virginia Corridor at that time. What we did
8 is tried to get some constellation of distances

9 between us and U.S.1.

10 Now, most of you have heard tonight that —--
11 Actually, this road program started in 1980 with
12 General Development Corporation. They put it in
13 the Comp Plan. I helped with the Comp Plan in

14 1990 and we made sure that it stayed there and we
15 designated 1C as the method of getting cross the
16 river.

17 Now, the reason that we want 1C is very

18 simple. It's maybe not the shortest route, but
19 it's the most non-destructive route. It goes
20 across the river, it doesn't cross the river
21 twice, which some people have complained about.
22 The Port St. Lucie goes across the river twice,
23 no problem. The idea of 1C, again, it's simple,
24 it's straightforward, it doesn't meander through
25 other neighborhoods that make 150 people have to
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1 move to make the highway go through another

2 neighborhood.

3 MR. KRANE: Two minutes.

4 MR. COOK: It stops at the Vance (phonetic)
5 area, which is neighborhood occupied by people

6 that want to stay there.

7 MR. KRANE: Two minutes, please.

8 MR. COOK: I'm get getting closer. I

9 started with three pages, I'm down to one. So
10 the idea is —-

11 MR. KRANE: If you want to continue with

12 comments, I'll call you again at the end when

13 everybody else gets their chance.

14 MR. COOK: I'd like to be able to finish

15 this part here, because I think it's detrimental
16 to the program. Can I have a couple minutes

17 or —-—

18 MR. KRANE: If you don't mind, we have about
19 six more speakers and then we'll call names of
20 the people that want to come back up and finish.
21 MR. COOK: Okay, I'll come back up and
22 finish.
23 MR. KRANE: The next speaker is Ed Cartossa
24 and following Ed Cartossa will be Jean McKean.
25 Ed Cartossa?
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1 We'll have Jean McKean.

2 MS. McKEAN: My name is Jean McKean,

3 J-E-A-N, M-C-K-E-A-N. I live at 816 Evergreen

4 Terrace. Nobody here wants a bridge in their

5 front yard and I don't blame them, but those of

6 us who care about the environment really don't

7 want 1C, which does more destruction than any

8 other one. Another speaker spoke of the

9 Savannas. I'm going to speak of the Halpatiokee
10 Preserve that was paid for by the taxpayers to be
11 a preserve, which means keep this exactly as it
12 is.

13 This bridge will destroy it and to say that
14 they can mitigate it by moving it a thousand feet
15 is ridiculous, because it is the sole habitat of
16 certain plants and animals in this county and one
17 of the last few natural places that we have left.
18 I hope sincerely that they will consider the

19 environment instead of people just not wanting it
20 here.
21 MR. KRANE: George Micklow followed by Mike
22 Ames. George Micklow?
23 MR. MICKLOW: George Micklow. Thank you.
24 That's G-E-O-R-G-E. Last name M-I-C-K-L-O-W. I
25 reside at —-— I have a residence at 1161 Southeast
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1 Media Lane, which borders right on West Virginia
2 east of Floresta. First, I want to commend the
3 City for undertaking this project. I've known
4 about the project for a long time. The project
5 really exceeded my expectation when I saw it. I
6 want to thank you for that.
7 We're all kind of familiar with a landmark
8 down in Stuart called Confusion Corner. Well, I
9 hate to tell you, but I think we have developed
10 our on confusion corner, and the other people
11 have brought this to your attention, that's the
12 corner of Crosstown Parkway and West Virginia and
13 Floresta. That's a very, very dangerous
14 intersection. I see cars stacked ten deep
15 sometimes around the people getting out of work.
16 Also, I see a cross over there. Someone probably
17 lost their life. I really encourage the City to
18 do something about that intersection; and it'd
19 pose a liability for you to neglect it. I'm sure
20 the Engineering Department can do something about
21 it to make it safe. I thank you.
22 MR. KRANE: The next speaker is Mike Ames
23 followed by Frank Alessi. Mike Ames?
24 Frank Alessi? Frank Alessi followed by
25 Julianne Gagliardo.
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1 MR. ALESSI: The name is Frank Alessi,

2 that's A-L-E-S-S-I. I live at 1462 Berwick Court
3 in Villas of Village Green. Ladies and

4 gentlemen, thank you very much for giving me the
5 opportunity to speak. I understand the

6 environmental concerns and I can appreciate where
7 the people are coming from when they're talking

8 about 1C. My concern is with Route 2. That is

9 totally impossible. It can't be done and I'll

10 tell you why. You're asking the people on both
11 sides of the community next to U.S.1, which

12 includes the Villas of Village Green, a private,
13 gated community, you're asking them to suffer the
14 brunt, to pay the price for the entire city.

15 You're asking us to live next to a six-lane

16 superhighway next to U.S.1l, which is already six
17 lanes, and then widen Veterans Memorial Park with
18 53,000 car movements a day. And then you think
19 by putting up a 20-foot wall, oh, we're
20 protected. We'll have the noise. We have to
21 breathe the air quality that will be totally
22 diminished.
23 Let me tell you this: I've worked traffic
24 control in Detroit many years. I'd been in law
25 enforcement there since —-- And let me tell you

WWW.ATLANTICREPORTING.COM
(800) 336-0050

Electronically signed by Marcella R. Samson (601-223-525-4810) 687d181c-4a5c-4f29-afca-7593a5248894



72

1 that if you think you're going to have a traffic
2 light at Veterans Memorial Parkway, you're going
3 to have tractor-trailers day and night driving
4 that route, because i's a limited access highway.
5 Once the Crosstown Parkway is open, that traffic
6 is going to be moving and that's the main route
7 they're getting to take to U.S.1. And all we
8 hear day and night is traffic starting and
9 stopping from Veterans Memorial Parkway to the
10 next light. And there's no way, because U.S.1
11 is —— You know the traffic patterns on U.S.1.
12 It's already backed up and Veterans Memorial
13 Parkway is only two lanes wide at this point.
14 I'm going to tell you if you want to do 24,
15 fine, you're going to have to buy out the
16 communities on the north and the south because
17 your plan is grossly unfair and makes us pay the
18 price. The property values will drop by 50
19 percent right away. Thank you.
20 MR. KRANE: After Julianne Gagliardo, Jim
21 Adams.
22 MS. GAGLIARDO: My name is Julianne
23 Gagliardo, J-U-L-I-A-N-N-E, G-A-G-L-I-A-R-D-O. I
24 reside at 1198 Southeast Clifton Lane. I used to
25 live with my mother at 1285 Southeast Wade

WWW.ATLANTICREPORTING.COM
(800) 336-0050

Electronically signed by Marcella R. Samson (601-223-525-4810) 687d181c-4a5c-4f29-afca-7593a5248894



73

1 (phonetic) Lane, which is right there at Floresta
2 and West Virginia. I know exactly what you're

3 talking about with that traffic, it's terrible.

4 With all due respect, 1C has not been bought
5 and paid for. My mom and her neighbor, their

6 houses are still there. So it has not been

7 bought and paid for. I think that's really

8 important to remember. So when we consider 1C

9 and consider all of these different things,

10 somebody's going to be affected, somebody's going
11 to have the traffic, somebody's going to have the
12 noise, somebody's going to have to do it. It is
13 what it is.

14 I think it's important to consider the

15 environment. Once you destroy the environment,
16 it's gone forever. We're talking

17 eighteen-and-a-half acres of land destroyed for
18 doing this. You cannot replace this at all.

19 Which brings me to my concerns. Somebody is
20 going to be impacted. You're going to have to
21 purchase more property.
22 I'm really happy to see there's a relocation
23 benefit. But how is the District -- sorry —-- the
24 City going to determine how much they're going to
25 pay for the house? Consider the housing market,
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1 it stinks right now. People are out of work.

2 It's hard to get mortgages. I'm really concerned
3 about the families that have been established in
4 our City, like my mom and her neighbors, for

5 thirty plus years to have relocate in this

6 economy .

7 I'd also like to ask about Floresta, if it's
8 just to be one or two lanes and this thing is

9 going through, that also needs to be looked at.
10 I thank you for your time.

11 Oh, and one other comment. The presentation
12 was very well thought out and very well done. If
13 it could be posted on the website —- There was a
14 lot to take in, especially after working all day.
15 MR. KRANE: We'll do that.

16 MS. GAGLIARDO: Thank vyou.

17 MR. KRANE: The next speaker is Jim Adams.
18 Jim Adams?

19 MR. ADAMS: Hi, my name is Jim Adams.
20 That's J-I-M, A-D-A-M-S. I live at 1301
21 Southeast Mohave Street. I'm a relative newcomer
22 to the City. 1I've only been here three years.
23 From all I've heard, a lot of the work has
24 already been done with regard to 1C and it will
25 impact the fewest number of residents and the
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1 fewest businesses. And as far as the environment
2 is concerned, building a bridge over a river

3 doesn't hurt the river. The river is down below.
4 So with money as tight as it is and most of the

5 work being done on 1C already, it's the only one
6 that makes any sense. Thank you.

7 MR. KRANE: I have three people that I'll

8 call back again, if they wish to speak. But I

9 need to read three letters into the record. The
10 first letter is from Rogelio Gonzalez, TAC
11 Chairman. This letter —- "To whom it may
12 concern: This letter expresses support of the
13 St. Lucie Technical Advisory Committee, TAC, for
14 Alternative 1C of the proposed Crosstown Parkway
15 Extension Project. After a presentation and

16 extensive discussion on the alignment

17 alternatives for the Crosstown Parkway Extension,
18 at the regularly scheduled meeting with TAC;

19 St. Lucie Citizens Advisory Committee, CAC; and
20 St. Lucie Bicycle Pedestrian Advisory Committee,
21 BPAC, each committee recommended approval of
22 Alternative 1C. These recommendations were based
23 on an evaluation of environmental, traffic and
24 socioeconomic impacts that are expected to result
25 from each alternative. The TAC appreciates the

WWW.ATLANTICREPORTING.COM
(800) 336-0050

Electronically signed by Marcella R. Samson (601-223-525-4810) 687d181c-4a5c-4f29-afca-7593a5248894



76

1 opportunity to review the proposed Crosstown

2 Parkway Extension Project and looks forward to

3 the further development of the project.

4 Sincerely Rogelio Gonzalez."

5 From Kevin Trepanier, the CAC Interim

6 Chairman. "To whom it may concern: This letter
7 expresses the support of the St. Lucie Citizens

8 Advisory Committee, CAC, for alternative 1C of

9 the proposed Crosstown Parkway Extension Project.
10 After presentation and extensive discussion on

11 the alignment alternatives for the Crosstown

12 Parkway Extension, at a regularly scheduled joint
13 meeting of the CAC; St. Lucie TAC; St. Lucie

14 Bicycle and Pedestrian Advisory Committee, each
15 committee recommended approval of Alternative 1C.
16 These recommendation were based on evaluation of
17 the environmental, traffic and socioeconomic

18 impacts that are expected to result from each

19 alternative. The CAC appreciates the opportunity
20 to review the proposed Crosstown Parkway
21 Extension Project and looks forward to the
22 further development of the project. Sincerely,
23 Kevin Trepanier."
24 The third is from Sean McKenzie, BPAC
25 Chairman. "To whom it may concern: This letter
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1 expresses the support of the St. Lucie Bicycle

2 and Pedestrian Advisory Committee, BPAC, for

3 Alternative 1C of the proposed Crosstown Parkway
4 Extension Project. After a presentation and

5 extensive discussion on the alignment

6 alternatives for a Crosstown Parkway extension,
7 at a regularly scheduled joint meeting of the

8 BPAC, St. Lucie Technical Advisory Committee and
9 St. Lucie Citizens Committee, each committee

10 recommended approval of Alternative 1C. These
11 recommendations were based on the evaluation of
12 the environmental, traffic and socioeconomic

13 impacts that are expected to result from each

14 alternative. The BPAC appreciates the

15 opportunity to review the proposed Crosstown

16 Parkway Extension Project and looks forward to
17 the further development of the project.

18 Sincerely, Sean McKenzie."

19 I'll now recall the three individuals who
20 ran out of time. First Robert Riley, if you'd
21 like to make additional comments.
22 MR. RILEY: 1I'd like to say someone else
23 complained about the problem with Floresta at the
24 corner with the bushes blocking the view. It's
25 important to be reviewed because it is an unsafe
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1 condition. But what I'm speaking of, I'm the one
2 who mentioned putting in the causeway through

3 Hutchinson Island and I started to tell you how
4 to get this done.

5 We have a nuclear power plant sitting on a
6 beach. That nuclear power plant is subject to

7 terrorist attacks, believe me it 1is. If I had a
8 boat and with a rocket launcher, I could have

9 blown it up. The Homeland Security Agency in
10 D.C. has more money than they know what to do
11 with. I think if you present this, by the right
12 person, to them directly, you ought to be able to
13 hit them for at least 500 million. That's not a
14 lot of money for them. That's lunch money, as
15 far as they're concerned.

16 Stress the fact if there's a terrorist

17 attack, they'll need an escape route from

18 Hutchinson Island so the people aren't killed.
19 It benefits us a lot of ways. They're not
20 interested in that, they're only interested in
21 taking care of terrorists and preventing
22 terrorist attacks and to give aid to people who
23 are injured in terrorist attacks. So if it's
24 presented by the right person, some politician,
25 properly, we could get the money, I know. I
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1 lived outside of D.C. for 25 years. I dealt with
2 the politicians. I had a congressmen for a

3 brother—-in-law. I know how to work. May have to
4 do something for them like name a road after them
5 or a causeway or something for 500 million.

6 Thank you.

7 MR. KRANE: Thank you. Next I'll recall

8 Mr. Bruce Turner. Bruce Turner?

9 I'll recall Mr. Fred Cook, 1if you'd like to
10 make some additional comments. Fred Cook.
11 MR. COOK: Thank you, sir. Again, Fred Cook
12 back again. I just want to add the last few
13 sentences here that I had. The fact that there
14 is a conceptual plan in the computer and if it's
15 in the computer, people can see what it's going
16 to look like and it's a very beautiful piece of
17 work, 1f it's there.

18 Now, the thing of it is, it's in the

19 computer, people are begging to go to work. The
20 money 1is available and yet everybody is dragging
21 their feet for another five years for something
22 that's ten years behind schedule already. So
23 let's get this thing going without any further
24 adieu, please, because I intend to be here and
25 help put Mr. Walter England's dedicated plate on
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1 that bridge when it's finished. Thank you very
2 much.
3 MR. KRANE: We did have one more person that
4 was cut off. Miss Eovaldi, if you were not
5 finished with your comments, I know I had to cut
6 you off, too. If you're still here. Okay, thank
7 you.
8 MR. DAVIS: First, I'd like to, before we
9 conclude tonight, ask the Mayor if she would like
10 to come up and make some comments.
11 MAYOR FAIELLA: Thank you everyone for
12 coming tonight. I just want to thank everyone
13 for their participation and their input tonight.
14 I also want to thank our staff who worked very
15 diligent and hard work to get it to where it 1is
16 today and also our consulting company who worked,
17 also, very closely with us to get us to this
18 point.
19 We will make a decision and, as everybody
20 says, 1C looks like the alternative here, but
21 we'll see. But I want to thank everybody for
22 coming tonight and participating. We did have a
23 great turnout. Again, I thank you.
24 MR. DAVIS: Thank you, Mayor. If no one
25 else desires to speak, I wish to remind you that

WWW.ATLANTICREPORTING.COM
(800) 336-0050
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1 written statements and/or exhibits may be

2 presented in lieu of or in support of oral

3 statements made here tonight. Written statements
4 can be sent to the attention of Miss Patricia

5 Roebling, P.E., City Engineer, City of Port

6 St. Lucie, 121 Southwest Port St. Lucie

7 Boulevard, Port St. Lucie, Florida 34984.

8 If written statements are received within
9 ten days after the date of this hearing, they
10 will be included as part of the hearing record.
11 Written statements may also be deposited in the

12 comment box we have here tonight.

13 The verbatim transcript of tonight's oral
14 proceedings, together with all the materials

15 displayed at this hearing, will be made part of
16 the project decision-making process and will be
17 available for public review at the City

18 Engineer's office.

19 Again, we'd like to thank all of you for
20 taking your evening and sharing your thoughts and
21 comments with us tonight and for attending this
22 public hearing. At 8:40, this hearing 1is

23 officially adjourned.

24 (Thereupon, at 8:40 p.m., the hearing was
25 concluded.)
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Public of the State of Florida at Large, certify that the
foregoing hearing was stenographically reported by me and
is a true and accurate transcription of said hearing.

I certify further I am neither attorney nor counsel
for, nor related to, nor employed by any of the parties to
the action in which the hearing is taken and, further, that
I am not a relative or an employee of any attorney or
counsel employed in this case, nor am I financially
interested in the outcome of this action.
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Suzanne Eovaldi, 749 SW Aruba Bay, Port 51. Lucie, FL 34986-3426 phone 772-879-1742

February 9, 2009

In Re: Application No. 090107-1 Crosstown Parkway Extension,
Bridge over North Fork St. Lucie River

Mr. Hugo A. Carter, P.E.
Engineer Supervisor

OUridec wdllr vididgZermernt Lvision

Dear Mr. Carter:
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country and our world would be losing irreplaceable flora, fauna,
and in fact the very essence of primal Florida before Florida itself
existed.

Briefly, I will address the loss of the precious pipefish whose
ONLY place of habitation is this now threatened North Fork of the
St. Lucie River.
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oldest, if not the oldest plant, the luminescent horsetail plant, a
medicinal herb, which still grows on the banks of our North Fork.
More on this later. (see addenda)

officials and their hired employees in willingness to protect our
precious savanna along the North Fork and our North Fork River



itself in their push to build this bridge?

Some very salient facts must be brought up at this time and
elaborated upon in terms of this bridge of faith that was broken by
the very politicians who now want to bridge our river.
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pay for this proposed project, A PROJECT THAT HAD NOT
EVEN BEEN FULLY PERMITTED, LET ALONE APPROVED
by the necessary local, state, and federal authorities.

L=

John Skinner urging me to vote for passage of this bridge
assessment in a special election held for its purpose.

Never, NEVER, were we told the PSL town council did not have
permission to build this bridge!

Any project I have ever covered as a news correspondent for a
large daily in northwest Indiana, or the large water & sewer rehab
project I headed up as president of my local H.O.A. required
proper permitting even before any taxpayer dollars ever could be
spent. How could this entire project, then, have gotten this far,
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forward?

Additionally, why did state and federal regulatory authorities allow
this travesty to happen to us?

Secondly, deeply troubled am I about the dividing up of this

project into sections and then allowing such sections to be
completed before obtaining permission to complete the project

o,



with the permission to construct this large bridge.

A very trenchant observation, here, concerns the fact that all
completed sections apparently met perfectly and appear to have
been designed as an entire, whole entity which included the
completed North Fork bridge section.
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segment perfunnance, then was this all along really a part of the
town council’s overall paradigm that included travel from the

Clty Centre enclave? Is that what real Iy went nn‘? Dld the then
and present town council and its operatives determine to bring this
bridge down over the most sensitive spot in the St. Lucie River to
lead residents and tourists into the City Centre whose capstone was
an artificial flow of water, that is their legacy fountain bearing their
names?
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St Luc:e River, its savannas, its prehistoric flora, fauna? Were the
other alternative patterns at Bonita to the north and Walters to the
south ever a starting consideration?

All for an artificial legacy fountam' Say no to thls outrage, this
terrible travesty!

In other words, since the design apparatus was not broken up into
segments, was the built in obfuscation deliberate to get this thing
so far into the hopper that the locals assumed permitting authorities
“couldn’t turn us down now, not after we’ve spent so much public



money, time, effort?” Is that what’s really going on here? This, in
the parlance of political reportage is called “stuffing the hopper.”

How much faith can we have that they will protect our public
trust?

Thirdly, I’'m troubled by the manner in which my residential
community of Lake Charles has been treated, but since this matter
is under litigation, I will defer to the legal representatives here.
One couple along the construction zone complained to me they
were unable, however, even to get acknowledgment of their huge
and painful ant invasion.

Fourthly, I early on emailed and wrote FDOT and FDEP authorities
asking to be kept in the loop of prelim events to this permitting
process. In fact FDOT official Beatriz Caicedo-Maddison, District
4, asked Mr. England’s office to notify me of all events. Let the
record show, I never was told of any of these events, not even of
today’s crucial hearing.

How much of the public trust, again, can we feel is being

protected? In a democracy, citizens are required by law to be told
of what’s being done to them.

Now, let me address specifics of Mr. Carter’s letter, sent to me by
the SFWMD authorities.

Page 3, item # 9:

.. .”the applicant must demonstrate that the proposed activity will

.



not contribute to the existing violation.” Loading of nitrogen,
phosphorous, copper, and dissolved oxygen which already impair
the North Forth savanna only will get worse because the area at
present is in non compliance! Such a large construction project
will make a bad situation much worse, not better, because there

LLITIL CULISLLUCLCU WELIALIUS LU LHE HUTLL W DE HIPerica auring
construction and then from the heavy bridge traffic and its
pollution.

Page 4, item #9, 2™ bullet

From Mr. Cartcr s letter, we must assume the petitioners have
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development DCIA for Western & Eastern basin characteristics.

Also, clear delineation of how discharge will move through the
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Page 4, item # 10

“Please reconcile. . .” Apparently petitioners have failed to offer
the “drainage plans, details and water quality calculations” needed
to reconcile as well as bleeder ratios at 9.0 feet NAVD and the 10.0
feet NAVD swale bottom.

Has haste to bring the bridge down made waste of their
engineering plans?



Page 5. Item # 18

“Do wetlands exist within. . .Please contact District staff to
evaluate each one of these sites in the field.”

Apparently, petitioners have failed to offer permitting authorities
proper site evaluations, calculations and formulas as pertain to the
proper drainage and maintenance of the savanna ponds and
wetlands.

If they can’t even get their proposals inclusive, just how
meticulous can we expect them to be in terms of protecting
precious primal Florida flora, fauna and watershed?

Page 6, item # 19

“. . .reduced or altered flow patterns. . .reduction in wildlife use of
wetlands for foraging, roosting or nesting due to light, noise after
the project is completed and degradation of habitat. . .”

Here, perhaps, is the one condemnation of this bridge location at
this spot that is the most negating. We can not tell what harm will



be done to each species of fish, blrds plants after the bndge is in
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again! Think about what you are doing here, please!

Page 6, item #23

Necessity of BOT approval bodes the ominous concerns of other
officials.

Page 6-7, item #24, d
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When Mr. Carter asks the petitioners to “demonstrate that the
project will not result in a cumulative impact to the Preserve,”

1ra hava ta noonmaa tha Inrraraas A thin atatase et 2o dlond dle o e b

Page 7, item # 27
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Finally, other considerations neglected to be addressed by
petitioners in their application include incomplete analysis of



source of irrigation water, location of ponds to serve these
corridors, impacting wetlands, wetlands mitigations, restoration of
wetlands, vulnerable sites, separate DEP’s NPDES storm water
permitting program.

Therefore, Mr. Carter, FDEP, FDOT, SFWMD, and all other
permitting agencies, both at the state and federal levels, please
deny permission to bring this huge bridge project down on our
precious, primal Florida savannas, flora, fauna, pipefish, and
horsetail species. Don’t allow petitioners to take from us
something not theirs to destroy!

Thank you so much.

Sincerely,

Jia

Suzanne Eovaldi

Cc Hugo Carter, Engineer Supervisor,
FDEP, FDOT,SFWMD, PSL Engineering Dept.
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Tell a friend about this submission!

http://www.jpgmag.com/photos/1304119 2/8/2009
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genera, and over 320 species (Kuiter, 2000). At one point Lhe ammals 1n this family were mougnt 1o
be insects (Rafinesque, 1810; Michael, 1998), but it is now clearly known these animals are actually
fish, even if they are strange-looking fish.

identification easy. Photo courtesy of Greg Rothschild of Mother Nature's Creations.

The subfamily Doryrthamphinae, known commonly as Flagtail Pipefish, contains four genera and 22
species. Unlike the vast majority of Syngnathids, the subfamily Doryrhamphinae swims above the
substrate, and is never in contact with the substrate (except for Maroubra). Likewise, it does not
maintain a grip on sea grasses, gorgonians, or any other steadfast. This subfamily features an
abnormally large (for Syngnathids) caudal fin. These Indo-West Pacific specimens all carry the eggs of
the young under the trunk of the male (Kuiter, 2000).
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1 on Saturday,

Port St. Lucie city offi-
cials are waiting the
resulis of an environ-
mental impact  state-

ment. which is being
dane as nart af the Elar.

S1X opuons tor a third
easi-wesl Tiver crossing.
One of those options
includes 4 no-build
option. The study is
expected 1o be camplet-
ed sometime next year.

The purpose of the,

study is o find our the
environmental  impacis
of the proposed bridge.
Protesters agains: the
bridge feel anv route
through the river will
damage the already sen-

about the ecosystem and
the bridge’s impact. The
opossum pipefish is one
animal that the bridge
would greatly impact. It is
only a littie more than

a2 il

found in freshwater asso-
ciated with certain vegeta-
tion, usually panic grass
and smart weed. Popula-
tions that have reached
breeding age are limited to
tributaries of the Indian
River Lagoon, the Sebast-
ian, 5t. Lucie and lLoxa-
hairchee rivers. All ol the
areas where opossum
pipefish are found receive
freshwater Trom  inland
and upland sources as
part ol an  exiensive

Atmospheric Administra-
tion.

But it is only one of
many animals that woulid
be impacted, Mr. Stinnetre
said.

thing is wrong with that.”

The river is part of the
at. Lucie River Aquatic
Preserve and runs through
lands that are protected
and owned by the state of
Florida, and are neigh-
bored by city-owned prop-
erty,

Chuck Winn, a Republi-
can  candidate  running
agains Hepresentative
Gayle thurell, also spoke
out ut the protest. Mr
Winn, a retired colonel,

TRmES EAAE W RAW R RN R ARELTL R
doesn't want to see devel-
opment run amok and
ruin residents’ quality of
life.

Braving the heut 10 hear
the Riverkeeper and the

about the river thal she
didn't know. Ms. Schere
ulso believes there is o [yt
at stake with the pro
posed bridge.

“I'm very scared of los
ING our green spaces.” Ms

Scherer said. “I'm alraid
to  lose something  so
impartant 1o develop

ment.”

For more informatiun
about the entire Wesi Vi
ginia  Corridor  project
VISIE tewti ciryof st com
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CITY OF PORT ST. LUCIE
CITY COUNCIL REGULAR MEETING MINUTES
JANUARY 23, 2012

A Regular Meeting of the CITY COUNCIL cof the City of Port St.
Lucie was called to order by Mayor Faiella on January 23, 2012,
at 7:00 p.m., at Port St. Lucie City Hall, 121 SW Port St. Lucie
Boulevard, Port St. Lucie, Florida.

1. MEETING CALLED TO ORDER
2. ROLL CALL

Council Members

Present: Mayor JcAnn M. Faiellszs
Vice Mayor Linda Bartz
Councilwoman Michelle Lee Berger
Councilman Jack Kelly
Councilwoman Shannon M. Martin

Others Present: Jerry A. Bentrott, City Manager

Gregory J. Oravec, Assistant City Manager/
CRA Director

Roger G. Orr, City Attorney

Sherman A. Ccnrad, Parks & Recreation
Director

Anne Cox, Assistant Planning & Zoning
Director

Edward Cunningham, Communications Director

Marcia Dedert, Finance Director/Treasurer

Joel Dramis, Building Cfficial

Pam E. Booker, Senicr Assistant City

Attorney

Daniel Holbrook, Planning & Zoning Director

Renee Major, Risk Management Director

Karen A. Phillips, City Clerk

David K. Pocllard, OMB Director

Brian E. Reuther, Police Chief

Patricia Roebling, City Engineer

Tricia Swift-Pollard, Community Services
Director

Margie L. Wilson, Deputy City Clerk

3.  INVOCATION .6 PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE



CITY COUNCIL REGULAR MEETING MINUTES JANUARY 23, 2012

There being no further comments, Mayor Faiella clesed the Public
Hearing. Vice Mayor Bartz moved to approve Street Lighting
Boundary #2278, SW Fair Isle Rcad. Counciiwoman Martin seconded
the motion. The City Clerk restated the motion as follows: for
approval of Street Lighting Boundary #278, SW Fair Isle Road.
The motion passed unanimously by roll call vote.

d) POCRT ST. LUCIE RESIDENTIAL STREET LIGHTING ASSESSMENT
AREA, BOUNDARY #279, SE BAY HARBOR STREET

Mayor Faiella opened the Public Hearing. There being no
comments, Mayor Faiella closed the Public Hearing. Vice Mayor
Bartz moved to approve Boundary #279, SE Bay Harboér Street.
Councilwoman Martin seconded the motion. The City Clerk restated
the motion as follows: for approval of Street Lighting Boundary
#279, SE Bay Harbor Street. The motion passed unanimously by
roil call vote.

10. FIRST READING OF ORDINANCES
There was nothing scheduled for this item.
11l. RESOLUTIONS

a) RESOLUTION 12-R14, SUPPORTING A LOCALLY PREFERRED
ALTERNATIVE FOR THE EXTENSION OF THE CROSSTOWN PARKWAY FROM
MANTE LANE TO U.S. HIGHWAY ONE; PROVIDING AN EFFECTIVE DATE

The City Clerk read Resolution 12-R14 aloud by title conly. Mayor
Faiella advised that a person signed up to speak on the item.

GEORGE L. JONES stated, “I' have a long history with this
project. In 1997 1 was State Parks Director for the Southeast
Region in 19%97. In numerous meetings this City and Council were
told that that is the hardest alternative to permit. It would be
the most difficult, and it would invelve the taking of state
parklands, which meets a whole different criteria. That has been
explained time and time again. I am no longer with the DEP. 1 do
represent the Indian Riverkeeper organization and the St. Lucle
County Conservation Alliance. We have been here in happy times
with the Council. I am here to say, though, that as this moves
forward, we will oppose this alternative at every step of the
way. 1 have been involved for 40 years with envircnmental
permitting and lands i1ssues. You have an excellent consultant. I
worked with Mr. Davis when he was with the Army Corps. I
understand what he has done, how he has done it, and how he has
maneuvered the process. It’s all very well and good. It’s been

12
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CITY COUNCIL REGULAR MEETING MINUTES JANUARY 23, 2012

done nice and tidy. It’s not really going to fly, though. We
have some things out there that are going to be issues. It will
be an election year as this moves forward. The Governcr has been
embarrassed in his first vyear on two state parks issues already.
The Deputy Secretary that prokably was behind some of the
agreement on mitigation is no longer with the department,
partially I would imagine for that embarrassment. State parks
issues and this particular state park do not belong toe the City
of Port St. Lucie. They belong to the citizens of the State of
Florida. As a citizen of Florida and as a person who lives in
Port St. Lucie, I hate to see more money wasted and {ime
expended on a cressway that will be sericusly delayed 1f this
alternative is pursued. I was involved in the 17 mlile stretch in
the Keys for a long time. I understand all the things that went
behind that. I urge you to not loek at this alternative. Tt will
take longer, it will be harder, and it will be more costly for

your citizens.”

Councilman Kelly said, “You and I have had coéonversations and I
know how you feel. It has been a long time for me: eleven years.
For me to see this on the Agenda is a huge milestone for me and
for the City. When this first came up we had roomfuls of people,
just like with the water and sewer. They came down hard on the
Council for doing this. This has been planned for about 30
years, and it has .always been planned fo go in that area. To
move it anyplace else would be unfair. That goes to the social
aspect. There are three things to consider: social, economic,
and environmental aspects. As far as I understand it they all
carry the same weight. We don’t have the paperwork; Walter
England couldn’t find it. The City owned that land before the
state did. We deeded it to the state with the plan that some day
we would need to go over it. There are going to be 450,000
people here. We have to plan for the people. We don’t have a
letter saying that. We should have had that in writing. Bridges
today are built from the top down. I believe that this will not
damage the: environment. It will hurt it, but not to the extent
some people say. Where do pecple fish? They fish off bridges.
People come £irst. I am a member of the Conservation Allliance. 1
don't go te a lot of meetings, because I get beat up on this
aspect. 1 appreciate all the work you do. This is a tough
decision for me, but people come first. This i1s the right area.
This is where people expected it to go all these years. Tc do it
in another area would be unfair to people who bought homes in
that area. If it went close to Prima Vista it wouldn’t relieve
the same amount of traffic. We always planned to have this go
into our downtown. For the economic prospects, that’s where it

has to go. It’s the right thing to vote for 1C. 1 respect what
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you’ re saying and we respectfully disagree.”

Mr. Jones said, “I also respect the Council and that there are
human issues invelved. It was an economic situation eleven years
ago when some of the houses were being acguired. Those things
were always known up front. Nothing has sericusly changed. You
have continued teo pursue that one alternative above 311 others.
In the rule for incompatible use o©of state parklands it
gspecifically says there must be nc other viabkle altermative. Yet
you examined six alternatives. It doesn’t meet the criteria from
the get-go. There will be more conversations. This is Step 1. I
do respect all of vyour efforts. We have always had very
professional and cordial engagements. I am here respectfully to
tell you that those are some positions that are held by a wide
number of folks. This is not lcocal. I was in Tallahassee last
weelk on several .issues. I’ve talked to major environmental
organizations and law organizations. This 1is a precedent setter.
DEP has continually and consistently defended the taking of
state parklands for years.”

Councilwoman Berger said, “I want to recognize Mr. Jones. We do
have a great relatienship with the Indian Riverkeeper and the
Conservation Alliance. We have done a lot of great projects
together. It is their rcle to make sure that voice is heard. 1
am glad there are people who do that. That’s. what Kkeeps the
balance, with the amount of develcopment that could be happening.
What we are doing teoday is supporting the information that has
been brought to us so far. It 1s not our decision. That is
important te say. There is some thought that we get to make a
final call. This is part of the milestones we have to check off
as we go threcugh this project. This shows what gets support with
the local agency, and then it moves on. We’re doing our due
diligence. Everybody has a role, and we’re making sure everybody
plays a part.” Councilman Kelly moved to approve Resolution 12-
Ri4. Councilweoman Martin seconded the motion. The City Clerk
restated the motion as follows: for approval of Resolution 12-
R14. The motion passed unanimously by roll call vote.

b)  RESOLUTION 12-R15, APPROVING THE REVISED STREET TREE
PLANTING PLAN FOR ST. LUCIE WEST PLAT NO. 117 - LAKE FOREST
PHASE I; ST. LUCIE WEST PLAT NO. 129 - LAKE FOREST PHASE II; ST.
LUCIE WEST PLAT NO. 139 - LAKE FOREST PHASE III; ST. LUCIE WEST
PLAT NO. 144 — LAKE FOREST PHASE IV; ST. LUCIE WEST PLAT NO. 146

- LAKE FOREST PHASE VI; ST. LUCIE WEST PLAT NGC. 147 - LAKE
FCREST PHASE ¥; AND ST. LUCIE WEST PLAT NO. 148 - LAKE FOREST
PHASE VII
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